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EUROPEAN COMMISSION
Executive Agency for Small and Medium-sized Enterprises

ŇĹ¥

Unit B3 LIFE and CIP Eco Innovation

GRANT AGREEMEN1" FOR IN'řEGRATED PROJECTS '

AGREEMENT NUMBER — LIFE17 IPE/CZ/000005 - LIFE-IP: N2K Revisited

This Agreement ('the Agreement') is concluded between the following parties:

on the one part,

The European Union ('the Union'), represented by the Executive Agency for Small and
Medium-sized Enterprises (hereinafter referred to as "Agency"") and acting under the powers
delegated by the European Commission, represented for the purposes of signature of the
Agreement by Mr. Angelo Salsi, Head of Unit,

and

on the other part,

l. 'The coordinating beneficiary'

Ministrv of the Environment of the Czech Republic (MOE)

Public body

Official registration No: 00 164801

Vršovická 1442/65, 10010 Prague, Czech Republic

VAT number: N/a

represented for the purposes of signature of the Agreement by Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister for the Environment, Mr. Richard Brabec

and the following other associated beneficiaries:

2. Nature Conservation Agency of the Czech Republic (NCA CR) — established in Czech
Republic

' Within the framework of the Regulation
December 2013 cm the establishment of' a
Regulation tEC) :Co 614/2(X)7, OJ L- 347 of"
lmplementiíw Decision ot" 19 March 2014 en
of 17,'04/2()14, p. I.

(EC'í No 1293/2013 of the European Parliament and of" the Council of ll
Pr()grammt: fÓr the Erwirontnent and Climate Action (LĹFE') and repealitw

-.20/12/2013. p. 185 (hereinafter ""the LIFF Regulation'") artd the Comn]ission
the adoplign of the LIFE multiannual work programme for 201 4-17. OJ LI 16
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3. Charles University (CUEC) — established in Czech Republic-

4. Ústav výzkumu globální změny AV ČR, y. v. i. (CzechGlobe) — established in Czech
Republic

5. Biologičke Centrum Akademie Vid Ceske Republiky Verejna Vyzkumna Instituce
(SoWa) — established in Czech Republic

duly represented for the signature of the. Agreement by the coordinating beneficiary by virtue
of the mandate/s] included in Annex Il form/s/ A4

Unless otherwise specified, references to "beneficiary' and 'beneficiaries' include the
coordinating beneficiarv.

W

The parties referred to above

HAVE AGREED

to the Special Conditions ('the Special Conditions') and the following Annexes:

Annex I

Annex II

General Conditions ((hereinafter referred to as 'the General Conditions')

Description of the project

Annex III Estimated budget of the project: Forms R l, R2 and all F-Forms in Annex II

Annex IV Mandate[s] provided to the coordinating beneficiary by the other beneficiary[ies]
Form[s] A4 in Annex II

Annex V Model technical report: The applicable model technical reports are to be found
on the website: http:/'/ec£uropa.eu/environment/iit"e/toolkiL/pmtools/index.htm

Annex VI Model financial statement: The applicable model financial reports are to be
found on the website:
http://ec.europa.eu/environme.nt/life/toolkiÚpmtools/index.htm

Annex VII Model terms of reference for the certificate on the financial statements to be
found on the website:
http.'//e('.ell.r()p(l.eu/("nvl'r()řlmeĹ1t/lifě/t()()lkit/pnlt()()l.$"/iTlde.K./1tm

Annex VIII Model terms of reference for the certificate on the compliance of the cost
accounting practices: not applicable

Annex IX Model terms of reference for the operational verification report: not applicable

Annex X Financial and Administrative guidelines
http://ec.europa.eďenvironment/life/toolkiUpmtools/index.htm

Annex XI Guidelines for applicants
http://ec.europa.eu/environmenmife/toolkit/'pmtools/index.htm

2



Agreclnenl nuínhcr: LIFF1 7 |PF/C7]()()()(K).5

which form an integral part of the Agreeinent.

The pl'o\"isionb in the Special Conditions of the r\greelrlent takc precedence over its Anncxcs.

The provisionx in Anncx l "General ( onditions" iake precedencc 0\ ér rhe other Annexec

-
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ARTICIjE 1.1 — SUBJECT MATTER OF THE AGREEMENT

The Agency has dccided to a\'mr(l a grant under the terms and condilions set out in the Special
Conditions. the Gencral Conditions and the other Anncxcs to the Agreen]cnt. for ihe /'/"'"'jéct
cntitlcd Integrated LIFE pro,ject f'or the Natura 2000 network in the Czech Republic. as
described in Annex [j.

By signing the Agl"ecl])crlt. the henet"iciarics accept thc grant and agree to implcnlcn[ the
/'/"('je("1. actinsz on their o\\'ň rcspí"nsibi]it\'.

C-

ARTICLE 1.2 — EXTRY INTO FORCE AND IMI'I_.EMEN1'A1"1OX" PERIOD OF
THE AGREEMENT

1.2.1 Tlie Agreement enters into force on the date on which the last party signs it.

1.2.2 Tlie /'/""jéc/ runx t"rorn 01/01/2019 ('starting date') until 31/12/2026 ('end date').

A RTICLE I.3 — MAXIN'IUM ANIOUN1" ANI) FORM OF THE GRANT

1.3.1 The maxinlunl ainount af the grant i.s EUR 12,221,967.

1.3.2 The grant takes the form ot':

(cl) the reinibursement of 6() "7c of" the eligible costs of" the /)/"('1ec/ ( "rclrnbursen]ent ot ehgiblc
costx' ), which arc cstirnated at EUR 20,369,945 and which are'

(b)

( i) actually inculled ( 'reiniburxcment of actual costs' ) ÍOl the fo|lowin? categoriet of
costs ťor cach c)t" thc beneficiariex and affiliated entiticc direct personnel costs: trm'cl
and 5Llbsistence costx: costs for gubcontl actin g (ako re ("Cl red to ax "extcrnal
assistancc costs" ): costs of dLlrablc goodb : (deprcciation) costs of infi"astructure and

C.'

cquiprnent. prototype costs; costs ťor land purchasdlong-tcrm lease of land/onc-ol1"
compensations for land usc rigl)ts: costs of' consumables: other costs.

/ii/ /"L'i//l/)l//".s'("//le/l/ 0/ ///li/ c(.)s/s: not (/l)/)/l('(l/)lc'

l iii ) /'Ĺ'i//l/.)l//".$("//lc'/// of /l///l/) .s ////1 ('(Li Is: //0/ u/)/)/ic(lbl('

l i\ l tkclarcd on the haxix Qt a 11at ratc: 0\ erheads as s,pccil"ied in Annex Ill a» a t'ixed
Nrcet1tílgc ot" Úic cligihlc direct cúsls exchiding cosb of' land rurchase/|on§' terni
kate '"'t' lmd/one-E:)|'t Fč)!' land t' í'l" t1a-t -t"».1."
ĺ ,^-a" l 'r w",íji'í c't" í}"ĺ¢' Nmetiu:ú'i^ míľ

{' l') (//' Ĺlťu'/Ll/"ej Uil //W bus/:\' 4'/ /i/c' '/"ii2"\" ":'· //Í'/(ĺ//'

(/('(ľ)/////l/l /)/"(/('//('(-'\ " /l(// ('//)/)//("(l/)l('

(ĺ'.) l//ll/ ('()/l//"//)l///(.}/l." /10/ ("//)/.)//('(//)/("

" " . Ĺ" " "

" Ž; " ť F ": '

, .'/'"!9 l' í - . , . , . - _ , , " , . . É
řs'fi

Š - " -"' - -
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AR1'ICLE 1.4 — REPOR1'ING — REQUFSTS FOR PAYMENT ANI) SUPPORTING
DO('L'MEN1"S - P IYMENTS AND PAYMENT ARRAN(;EMENTS

1.4.1 Reporting and reporting periods

(íl) "řhe project rcpol1ing schedule is specified in Annex Il

(hl A drali report t"u|t"i||ing the reporting requirements sci out in Article IA.3 has to be
sljb[nittc(l threc months before the end Qt" each project phasc as ¶)ěcil"ied in ,-\nncx j].

(c ) All t'el)ol1x shall contain the necessary inťor]natiol1 1"or the í'\gcnc\' to craluate the state
, C.

of irnpletncntation of the |)l"oject. the respcct of the work plan. the financial status of the
project and whether the project's objecti ves have bccn achieved or are still achievable.

(d) Thc fořnj and contents of thc reports shall be in accordance with the guide|ines isxued
L.-

bv thc Atzencv as specified on the website
W

- . : :' " i "" '
(ť ! A ll he y "!jhnlit!e(_]. to the A y:nc y zind Iq the c rk'rnaĹ

n]onitoring team designated by the Agency.

The technical icports. including annexes. shall only bc xubinittcd. in electronic foí mat.
The financial reports shall be submitted. in both papcr and dcctronic ťormat.

(t") Electronic tools, which include spatial data and are produccd in the frame of a LIFE
project. shall comply with the Comníission Regulation (Etň No 1253/2013 of 21
October 2013 amending Rcgulation (EU) No 1089/2010 implcn]ellting Directive
2007/2/EC cstablishing an In frastructurc ťor Spatial Information in the European Union
(INSPIRE).

1.4.2 Requests for further pre-financing payníent[s] and supporting documents

|Not applicablc]

1.4.3 Requests for interim payments and supporting docunients

The coc)rdlnating l)enef'ician' rnust submit a request for an interirn ril\'11lellt within c)() calendar
ťollou Ĺt19 ihc end of each phäxc

Thi> rcqucM he jccoŕňp:tnicd b tiíc ti'i iíí2 &cuínani:

(al mi i[)lcrinl repurt t "iuľt:ri1"n tet 1)1"1 icaj report" i. chínim tip in :ícco1 Janec u'ith ,Annex V.

cL)nlalntrlg:

( i) the in|"orn]ati(_)]1 needed to ju>tii'g the eligihlc coms &cIarcd:
l ' · ?Ét"xrÝB l ;!' "!" Ti l í l l .Ĺ íŽ. 1?'!sy · K ? , . - . . . - - · · & ' ' ' -
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( hl an intcri rn financial staten]ent ( 'interim 1"i nancial mten)enl" ), The intci 11)1 f'ilLl]lci,ll
statcn]ent niust include a consolidated staterncnt and a t)l'cilk(l(_)\\'l1 ol" the al))oLlnls
claimed 1j\" cach benet"iciar\' and itx al"ťiliated cntitiex.

The interiin financial statemcn( must l'c drawn up in accordance with the xtructure of
(|)C estimatcd budget sci out in Anncx Ill and in accordance with Annex VI.:

(c la certit"icatc on the 1"inancial xtatclnenly and undeih ing accotjt1tx ("ccl1ifica[e on thc
financial statements' ) for each beneficiar\' and fot eiich al"f'iliated éňtit\ in accordance
\\ ith the rro\'isions of Article 1A.j.d.

The ccl"tifica[e must ceřtiľ\" that the costs declared in the
the beneficiary conccrnecl or its, aff"iliatcd entities
reimbursed in accordance \\'itij Article 1.3.2(a)(i) are
eligible in accordance with the Agrcemen[.

C.

interim fin ancial stateinenl bv
.ťor the ca(egorieb of costš

rcal. accLlrate|\' recorded and
..

The co()l"dinating bencl"iciary must certit"y that the infornlatjon provided in lhc request for
interim payment is full, reliablc and true.

The coorciinalln? benenclary inust also ccrtity that
eligible in accordancc with the Agreement and that the
adequate sul)porting docurncnts that can he produced

ej-described in Article 11.27.

the costs incurred can bc considcrcd
request for payl1]ent is substantiatcd by
in the context of thc checks or audits

1.4.4 Request for payment of the balance and supporting documents

The coordinating bcneťiciary must submit a rcquest I"c)1" payment of the balance in accordance
with the l"eporlin? schedule specified in Annex ll. bLll no latcr than 90 calendar days following
the encl (/(//e of" the pro.ject.

This request must be accompanied by the following documents:

(ä) a final report on implementation of the projcct ( "final technical repor(' ), drawn up in
accordance with Annex V. containing:

(Ĺ) the illfQrlnation needed to justifv the eligible coxl.s declarcd or the c('ntribulion
-requested on the basis of unit costs aiid lun)|) sums (where thc grant takes the

form of" the reirnbllrsell]cnt of unit or lump sum couts or of a unit or ]unlr sum
contri|)Lltiol1. as pro\"ided for in Article 1.3.2( a)('ii) and liii ). (b) or (c )):

(' íl ) irltÔrl]}ation on subcontracting :j> referred tu in &"\rt]cle ll. l l. ltd );

"b' 'í linal fin,Ánci:_lj é "hniíl financiaľ '1 hi" i'inal
lnu'?t nit ľude a cm1'4:}lida.taj 'menícnt :índ j Mcakjmííi cit the :mhjuľm ciaunc:d ř'\.
uuch bcnet"icíarr and its athhitted

The final financial statement must he drawn up in áCCOl'jjl1CC with thc structurc ol" the
e$1in1atecl budgct sct out in Annex Iľl and in a(:cordance with Annex VI:

"'í i"íE'Luž4 žjf ní í.



i\ grcaneňl number: LIFE l 7 JPE'/C71()()()0(F

This xlatcment must illc|ude j conxolidated t"inancia1 stmcn1ent and a bl"cak(lowl1 of the
aniountx declared Ol ieq Llexted b'y each bellet"iciar\ and its aťtiliated cntitie<

.aggrega(ing the ťinallcial statcměnls alreadv submitted l)re\'iously and indicating the
receipts rcferrcd (o in Article Il.25.3 for each hendiciar\' and its affiliatcd entities.

-

The summary f"il1ancia] g;tale[ncn( must be drawn up in accordance with Anncx VI:

(d) a certificate on the financial statemenis and underlying accounts ( ím"tiťicatc on thc
financial ) for each henc 1"iciarr and ťor each at"ťiliated éntit\'. it"

.

(i ) thc cun]ulati\"c aniount of l)avnlenls the bel]ef"iciar\·' reguéslš rcirnbLlrscnlel]t
.of aciual cosĺ5 as referred to in Article 1.3 2(a)(i) (and for which no

certiťicate has yet been sul)[niltcd) is EUR 325,000 or more:
(íl) the mdrimum y ant amount indicated foi that beneficial"\ and itx aťťiliatcd

clltities in the estimatcd budget as rein]hljrsen]ent of" actual costs is LUR
750,000 or more.

This certificate must be produced by an apl)ro\'cd auditor or. in case oť public bodies.
bv a competent and in(le[)el1dcnt public ()t"ficel" and drawn up in accordance with
Annex VIl.

The certificate niust certify that the costs declared in the fňial fil1ancial statement bv
thc bencficiary concerned or its affiliated entitics for the categories of costs
reirnbursed in accordance with Article 1.3.2(a)(i) arc real, accuratcly recorded and
eligibk in accordance with the Agreemcnt.

In addition, the ceriiťicate inust ccrtiťy that all the receipts referred to in Articlc JI 25.3
havc been declared.

The coordinating bencl"iciary must certify that the inforination provided in the request for
payment of the balance is full. rcliablc and true.

Thc cool"dinating bencficiarý [nust also certifý that the cos(.g incurred can be considered
e|igib|c in accordance vc ith the Agreement and that the request ťor payment is subslanliated by

{.-adequate sul)porting clocunicnts that can he produced in the conlcxt of the checks or audits
dexclibed in Article 11.27.

Iii addition. the c()ordinating |:)cnet"iciarv must čerti ii that all ihe receiptx refěrred to in Article
L--

11-25.3 Ik1\ e bccn declared.

LLS Jn[ornlatiolj on cumulatií (' {N"p('ndilurt' incurred

hi case the n"íaxlmlm) 11) ·'\1 !)('ir: i 'í, I n n"íore than EI. R 5J)()(_LC)O()
thcn :

In additic'n 1(' ihe repol1ing rec|llirclncl)| rCi OLll :ĺN)\ c. the' c('ol"dinalillg bel1et"iciar\·'
iníc)r!ľ) the Agency by 3(_) N(:)\.enlbcr e:ich :1|)()Ll[ the cunlu|ati\'e exr)cnditure incurred by

- m . E
í

Ž k. '- "." · " " ' " - 'É é?,' "Z": :£ : " . : i, í t jí ' "" . : . É -: Z

:" F "', Š i E Ĺ " t-" " . ' . 'F Ť'
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1.4.6 Currency for requests for payment and financial statenients and coin'crsion
into euro

Requests for payment and financial statements must be draťted in euros.

Bcneficiaries and aft"i]iateíl cntities \'\ ith gcneral accounts in a currency othcr than the euro
niusl coň\'"ěň cosb incurred in another currcncy into euros at ihc rllon(l1|y accounting rate
established by the Col11n]isbion and published on its, \A'cbqite (a\"ailable at

applicable on the Jav v:hen the cost was incurrcd. or
.

jit the nionthh accountim ratc established b'č the Colnmi^ion and published on its wehsitc
( a\.'ajlable at

applicable on tlie firm wol"king dav of the month f"ollov\"ing the period ['o\'cl"ed"b\"" the financial
Jxtalcnwnt concerned

Bencficiarics and al"ťiliated en(iticx \\ irh general accounts in euto» ňiú'¶t com erl cods incuired
in anothcr currency into curos in accordancc with their usual accounting practices.

1.4.7 Language of requests for payments, technical reports and financial
statements

Aľi Ĺ"u1 I)ay[llell[s, íechnicai icporu, and linancial statements niust be subnntted in
English. with the cxception of the [echnical annexcs and supporling documcnts. which niav' be
providcd in any official language of the Union.

].4.8 Pavnients to be made

The Agency must tnake the f"ollowillg payments to the coordindting beneficiai y.

- a first prc-financing payment:

- interim payrnent[s], on the basis of thc requcst f"or interim paymentfs] referrcd to in Article
I.j.3:

- one paynient of the balance. on the hasit ol" rhe request for pílylncllt oť thc balance ret"crred
to in Article J.J.4.

Ĺ.j.9 Pre-financing paynient

TN" aim c"'! the pre -hnancíng ĺ" tu benchcíáne", mih :i lloa' The prč fin,uncin2
LU!)A1ňr the propertv i"'( the t nn )r! untíl It n ckare'"1 aýaín4 imerim or" it ii ric't
ckitřcd agmnst internn pityments. until thí' payment of thc halancc.

The A?ency rnuŕt make íl first pre-ťinancing payncnt of' E[:R 2,444,393.40 to the
coor(.linating l)enef"ici:.lr\. within 30 calendar (jaVs |i"on] the cntrv into force of' the Agrcell]c]]t.

M-

F Ĺ i É Ž T, ": mÉ ä . %. .ť

Ĺ4.
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.-

Intcrim payments reinibur.sc or cover the eliszible costs incurred for the impkinentation of" the
C-

(lcti(")/l during the c(jrresponding rcporting perio&.

The Agcnc y must pay the coordinating bene1"iciary the an]oLlnt duč as interini pag' rnent within
90 calendar day'; from when the Agenc'y' l"CCCÍ\'CH the d()curnel]ts referre(l [q in Article LJ.3.
except if Article II.24.1 or 11.24.2 apply.

Paynicnt is subject to the approral of the request ťor interim payment anj of" the
accolllpanying docun]entN Their approval ch)c$ not iniply recognition of" the compliance.
authentjcil\". c()lllp]e[cncss or corrcctnen of their contcnt,

..

The Agency calculatcs the aniount due as interim paynicnt as follows:

Step l ----- Íl applies the reinlbul"se1nent raic to thc c]igible costs and adds thc unit. flat-
rate and lump sum contributions

Step 2 —- It may clear in full or in part the prc-financin?

Step 3 — It limits: the total amount of" prc-financing and interim paynicnts to 80C'c of
the nlaximuln amount of the grant.

1.4.10.1 Stcp l —- Applying the reiníburscment ratc to thc eligible costs and adding the
unit, flat-rate and lump sum contributionx

This stcp is applied as followg:

(a) If, in acc()rdance with Articlc ] 3.2( d). the giant takex the fotrn of the lcirnbur$cn]cnt
of" cligiblc costs. the teirnbur',ement rate spccificd in that Article is applied to the
eligible costs of" thc l)/oje(1 approved by the Agency for the concerned reporting
pciiod and ťor the corresponding catcgolic$ of costx, beneficidliex and affiliated
entities:

(b) JI", in accordance with Article 1.3.2(b), the grant takes the form of a unit contribution.
the unit contribution specified in that Article is multiplicd bv thc actual number of

.uni(s appro\'ed by the Aµ:ncy ťor the concerned reporting period and for the
corresp(jndil1g bcnel"icidrie'g ,ind aťťiliated entitiex:

C.

(c) It". in accordance with Article [.3.2(c), the šzrant takes the fořňl of' a lump suni
Ľ-c()ntribution. the A2enc\' jl)r)|ies the lump SLil)) xpcciíicd in that Article ťor the

c()llexpondjng bencl"iciaricx and al"|"ilidte(| entities, if it finCh that the collexponding
L-

t:is:ks or part of the /)/"('j€-'(-'/ were inipkmentcd propcrly in accordance with Annex I
durin g the concerned rú'porting !)cl"i(j(l:

fj! If. in acc(")r(|dnce n ith Aniek ). the 2ŕitnt the ti"'rrri oi" ,! f!at-ratt
.-unntrit'ution. the rate" rclčrrcd l' í in that .'\t'ticlc ápr]ied 1.[1 the diµíhk' CQ'Jb t)ŕ

thc Ĺ:ljntriľ)ll! 1('ň_ :Árrrí,)\"eĹl h y i-he Agent' y tor the cu'nce' rncd report in g period :md ĺqĺ'
the cUrl'ex|)('ndir)!2 hcnc|"iciaric:$ itnd a1"t'iliated e[ltitle$.

G--

If Aniek [. 42 rlo\ idéx t"or a c('n)hir)ation of" (Iit"ťerel1t |"oln]x of" want thc jľl1ol[nk obklined
L.-

must he íl(hje(].

7
? · -. í' Ť:

Ž - ?'
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The atnount of" pre-financine to be clcared must be deducted froni the arnount obtained
f"o|lowing Stcp l.

C-

1.4. 10 3 Step 3 — Limiting the amount of pre-financing and interirn paymentx to 80 'i
ol' the 1)Iil\ imurn arnouni sl)ecil"ic(l in t\rticlc 1.3.1

I.J.ll Payment of' the balance

The [)a\|)lcnl of the baknce reinlbur,eq or cmcrs the rcmaining part Qt" the cligihlc coslx
i])cLlr|'eL| by the bcncficiarics ťor the i1npknjenlation of" the /'řQjéc/.

]|" ihc toial an]ount of" earlier payrllcntx ix grcatcr than the final aniount of the grant dctcrrninccl
in accor(lallce with Article 11.25. the payment of the balance takes tlie ťorni of a recoverj as
provided for bv Article 11.26.

[f" lhc total alnoLlnl of" cjr]ic| paj rncnts is 10\\ cr than
in accordance with Article 11.25, the Agency must
froni whcn it rcceives thc documents ret"errcd to in
IL2J.1 apply.

thc l"ina1 an)(junl of the grant detetmined
pay the balance within 90 calendar days
Articlc L-LA. except if Article Il.24. l or

Paymcnt is subjcct to thc approval of the request for payrncnt of the balance and of' the
acconipanying (loculllents. Their approval does not imply recognition oť the compliance,
authenticity, coinpleteness or correctness of thcir conlcnl.

The Agency determines the amount due as the balance by deducting thc total amount of" pre-
financing and interim paynwnts liť any) alrcadv made froní the final amount of the grant

(.Ádeterniined in accordance u ith Article 11.25.

The amount to
othcr ainount
agency (under
beneficiary. in

be paid may. hc'wever. be offset. without the bcncficiary's consent, against any
owed by the beneficiary to the Agcncy, tbc CoĹnn]ission or to an executive
the EU or Euratom budgět), up to the n]axirnunl contrihution indicated for that
the estimated budge( in Annex III.

1.4.12 Notification of amounts due

Tbc i\ gcncy must send a /l()/ui('(/ti(m to the coordinating bencl"iciarv:

('íl) lnt(")rn]lng It of úic atnount duč: and
(b) speclfyln? whether the nouťication concerm a further pre-hnancing raynľellt. an

inierim [)ayn)cllt nr thc pay nicnt c) f" the balancc.

Fí'r ihe of" the b:dance. the Agcnc\ akí' 3[)e( IĹĹ íhc íinai amí'uni i.'f ilíč gran|
dĽ1crrr)inccj in acumjance ví ith Ariick íl.?. ';.

l.j.l3 Interest on late payment

lť thc Agcncý" dc'ex not paj \\"ltl]ln the lime |ln]llK for l)il\-"llľelll. the l'enetlclmlc> arc cntňlcd to
: = ? . - r A' " F í É '"'ni ;j"Ž "i í"" - " '-% Z '

Z-Š

imm. in," ,!"š,"e ,ii u :ň'- ĺ ĺž f ťĺ"zl" !"'.:it:í""ůU." Ĺ"y j?i. :.., - m ž i"í;í" ín,

int-. Ĺg tm. .',u"?- ěľĺ '.m mc '.'i ÉĹĺ¢.' ur.'iW :L': lVí!:? ííů"

?it: S í m- ,.,tu, É ! Ž Ž ; : "-L " i i. M" "" '- ' i '_ i Ž i n .;E- .'.'iii ť " y Ľ ,i ; ť ' Ž"".;SS · t; 'Š
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L.atc-payment intcrcst is not duč it" all beneficiarics are Member States of the Union ( including
regional and local go\"ernlnent aLlthorities and other public bodies acting in the narne of" and
Oli behalf of' the Membcr State tór the PL]l1)OSC of the Agreement).

It" the Agency suxpends ihe time limit for payment as pro\'idc(l for in Article 11.24.2 or it" it
sus'pcnds an actual paynlcl1ls ílS proridcd tor in Article 11.2-1. [. these actions may not be
considerecl ax cařěs of late pay]llen[.

Late-l)aynlenl Ĺnh:rest CO\"Cl"S [he
l)aynlcnl, up k) and inclucling the

Agencv does not consider pavahk
C.

the meaning ol" Articlc [j 25.

peiiod runninsz froin the cĹä\ f"ollo\\ ing the due date fcji
date of actual pavrnent as estal)lishe(l in ľ\r(ic|c 1.4.15. The
interest when Lleterľllit1jng the ťinal aniount of granl within

A.', an exception to the first subparagraph. ii" the calculated il]tel'exl is lower than or equal 1(_)
EUR 200. it must be paid to the coordinating bcnct"iciary only if' ihe c()()r(linating bend'iciai'y
requests it within two months of receNing late payrnent.

1.4.14 Currency for payments

The Agency rnust make l?ayn)cnts in euros.

1.4.15 Date of payment

Paymcnts by the Aszcncy arc considered to have been carried out on the date when they are
debited to its account.

1.4.16 Costs of payment transfers

Costs of the payment transfers are bQrne as follows:

(ä) the Agency bears the costs of transfer charged bv its bank:
J(b) the beneficiary bears the costs of transfer charged by its bank:

1.4.17 Payments to the coordinating beneficiary

The Agency inu'j make pa;, nícn(> to the coc)rdil]d(ing hcncl"iciary.

Pa\'[llc|]tb to the coordinaling hcnct"iciarí" discharszc the A£!c1)c \' 1"rom itx pa', n"icnt o|)ligation.

\R1"1( 1.E I.5 — BAN K A("'COřX1" FOR PAY\'IF>'TS

Ali mu'« he maík ft' ihe ht:nďic"ian"ľ harík iií:í as
E. -

heloíi' :

katnc of bank: ('eska Xaµ)dni Banka

Přccix'" (kn()n]lnd!i('n (")f' the :Ĺccounl bedder' 71\ cmííh'"'

:""iií! -: 'di"'.. ' C:ů'E: IÁ' Ĺ')f"Ů ii .Ž";",";' '^3

f : í ":1 f Ú' """;u "r

: Ĺ
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ARTICLE 1.6 — DATA (^ONTROI,1.ER, COMMUNICA"1"ION DETAILS OF THE
PARTIE»

1.6.1 Data controller

The en(it\ acting as a data controller as l'ro\"i(le(l ťor in Article 11.7 is: Unit B.3 LIFE and
('IP F:c()jnn()\'ation.

1.6.2 Communication details of the Agencv

A11\' c()]))|nunication addressecl k) the Agenc\·' xhall bear the i(jenliťicalion nuinber and l)rojccl
W

title and inust be sent to the ťol|o\\"in2 address:

Ordinary or registered mail by postal service :

El/ro/)e(//l C()//1/Ílissio/l

LASME
Unit B.3 LIFE ("l/lí/ CIP E(Y)j//lloruti()/l
B-/OJ9 Brussels

Express delivery service or hand-delivery against signature :

Lj//1)/)eí//1 C()//l//lissio/l

F4 CM'F
Unit B.3 LIFE (l/l(/ CIP E('()-//l/l()l'(l/i(.)/l
Mail Sen'ice
Are/ll/e ílu Bol//"ge/ l
B-lljO B/1/ssc/s

EmnlailS
L:-//l(ll'/ uíldre \'.\"." L"A.S'ML"-Llř'L"-L"NQU1R/L".S@' ě('. el/r('/'(/.('l/

1.6.3 Communication details of the beneficiaries

Any con]n1unication 1"roni the Agency to the hcrleficiaľie¢ rnust be xěnt to the t"o||o\\'ing
addrcbs:

To11]:ň Kažniiet'ski

Director

l 44J65. Í(1()Ĺ ii. Pl"aguc. C zecií

Miniqterm'"(' prmtředi ("R l \'Ĺjnim'y cjt the 1:11\ lr{'nrnenl í.hc (_"zc( h
Repu|)lic -- Derann]en{ Financial and Vc)klnla!"\'"

F mail addres':: lon]af.kaznľicrsk j (a mzp.cz

Ĺ,£y 4 dt"taik jgf ätít"ž p:it máuu M ¢hí'

Z -Z
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After the payment of the balance. any conllllLlnicalion addrcssecl to the bcncficiaries rnust be
sent to their legal address.

I.7 — ENTITIES AFFII_,IA1'ED TO TIIE BENEFICIARIES

Noi Applicable

I.8 — BENEFICIARIES \\"HICH ARE IN1"ERXATIONAL ()RGAN1SATIONS

Not Applicable

I.9 — CHECKS AND AUDI1'S

By derogation of Article 11.27.3 of the general conditi()ns. rl()tv\'ithstanding whether thc
chccks. audits or e\'aluations are initiatcd before or after the paynícnt of the balance. the
coordinatitig bcneficiary may be required to collect the information concerning the associated
bencficiaries aiid to make them availablc to the Agerlcv/('on)issi()n or other outside bodv

W

authoriscd by i[

When requested by the Agency/C:()n]mi.ssi(_)n or other outsick body authorised by it. the
cooidinating beneťiciaiy shiM provide without dclay the inforniation nicntioned above. which
includes that of the conccrncd associated beneficiaries. In this case, thc coordinating
beneficiary shall bcar responsibility for obtaining and verifying this intôrination bet"ore
passillg it on to the Agency. as t"oreseen in Article Il.2.3(b)(ii).

In this case. the contradictory audit procedurc foreseen in Article II.27.5 shall be conducted
with the coordinating beneficiary, who will be recjucstcd to submit the observations of the
associaicd beneficiaries concerned by the chcck, audit or evaluation.

This is without prcjudice to the right of the Agency/Comnlissi()n or other outside body
authorised by it Iq pert"orl1] audits either on onc or scveral associated bcndiciaries. In this case
the associated bcnet"iciaries shall provide the information directly.

1.10 — SET1'LENIENT OF DISPUTES WITH NON-EU BENEFICIARIES

Not Applicablc

1.11 — SPECIAL PROVISIONS ON "I'IIE FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR
RECOVERIES

The i'l bcncficíary is' liniited 1() its. mí ti &M mc!ud!ns! m
dnloul1{ undl.lj) 1'\ thí' ŕ-lb a tm.í"ard" the' i:o>ts incurred bj it"

af|"i|]ille(] cn(itieb,

Point (c) of the third ol' :\i'tick 11.26.3 does not apply-

[.12 — (")Išl,l(;,\'l"l()X' '1'(") (:()N('I.(:I)E AX IN1"ERNAI, (I)OPERA1'ION
AGKFFIFY "jí"

Ž : ' . : ' ' : ' S ä ' : I". :.4 : : ; ", ·. u T : 2 ,S 'u

á '
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1.13 — ELIGIBILITY OF DURABLE GOODS COSTS

,'\5 an cxccption to i\riick JI 19 ")(c ). the l"ul1 coxt of" pLlrcl)abc of" equi])nlen( is clistihk. xubjcct
to thc ťol|o\4'il1g conditions:

(íl) For LIFE Integrated projects. the purchase cosls incurred t"or durablc 9ooň hr
public (lllthorities or n()n-pr(!/it org(lnl'satl°ons ( ako lct"elle(l to ax non go\ ernll}enta] l
rlon-conllnercia[ ol"ganiga(ion.s ). intrinsicalh' connected with the in]plell]enkltion of" the
project and úxěcl (o a sigl1iťical]t degree within its duration shall be c("[]siĹ|cred eligiblc
in 1"ull. Such c|igibilit\" shall be subjcci to the coordinatillg bcncťiciarr and auociatcd
beneficiaries undertaking to continue to assign these ?oods dct"initi\"ely and cxc|Llxi\"ely
[(j ácti\ iticq inlp]cnlcnting the talgeted plan 1)c\ ond the end of" the inlcglatc(l ploiect co

C.

financed under LIFE

(b) For protonpes lOO'k of the purchase costs of their componcnts are eligible for co-
ťunding. A prototype may not bc uxed foi con]lnercial purpoxex during the period Yět out
in Article 1.2.2. Should the prototype or any- of its components be used for co[nnlercial
purposes (Ĺ.e. sold, leased, rentcd or used to proclucc goods or services) during the
project, this shall he declared. The costs ol" creating the protot\-"pe shall then be
Ĺier["cclalc(l Ill accoraance Wllň tne ruies app|lcat)le lo ií1c purcnase ol new or scconci-

hand equiplnel11 and infraslructllre. Any related incon]c should be declared.

SIGN ATUR ES

,
For the coor(lilla(in g beneficiary

Dcputv P'rimc Minixtét. Richaid Biabec

Done at Praglle.
C--

In duplic:tte in Eng|i.sh

For the Agency

Hcad of Unit, Angelo šalši

" Done at"Bru»s"els. ' ĺ, i , ý , ,.. i -;
k

lb
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PARI" A — LEGAL A NI) ADMIX'ISTRA'I'IVE PROVISIONS

AI?1"ICLE II.1 — Dlí1'"INITIOX"S

The ťo|h)\\'ing dei"initiol1s apply for the PLll"PĹ)SC of" the Agreement:

'Pro,ject': the sci of" activities or the actionu ťor which the grant is awarded. to be
lllll)lelľ]el]tcLi b'c thc beneficialieq ax dcxcrihed in Annex ll,

'Conf'idential information or document': äř1\-" inťorniation or (locunlcnt liň am" format)
řccci\'éj by cither party from the other or acccsscd by either party in the context of the
ilľl|)leľ1)cll[iltiol] of the Agreen1ent that anv of' the partics has idcntified in \\'riting as

W

confidential. It does not include illfotnlation that it publich' ä\ ailable.

'Conflict of interests': a situarion whcre the irnpartial and (_)bicc(i\'e implen]entation of" thc
Agrecment by a benct"iciary jg con]plon]ibcd for reasons iň\ oh inst l"a[nil\', cniotional liťe.

C- -

political ni national aft"inity. econoniic interest. or any other shared intercst with thc A£!c11c v.
or any third party related to the sub.ject niatter of the Agreeinent.

'Direct costs': those spcciťic costs which arc directly linked to the iniplemcntation of the
pro.ject and can thcrcťore bc aúributed directly to it. They may not include any indirect costs:

'Force mq,ieure': an y lln|i)reseetih|c. cxceptional situation or event beyond the control of thc
parties that ])revel1ts either of" then] froni fulfilling any of their obligations undcr the
Agreenicnt, which is not attributable to error or neg|i?cnce on their part or on the part of" the
subcontractors aťfiliated entities or thiid partic', in receipt of" financial support and which
proves to bc ine\ itablc despitc their excrci»iňg due diligence The following cannot be
invoked as ,/bi"ce //l(!jel//"e: labour disputes, strikes. financial dil"ficulties or any default of a
service. defcct 111 equipnlel1t or materials or delays in making them available. unless thcv stem

C- y

directly from a rclevant casc of./i)/"ce //l({jel//"e:

'Formal notification': form of con")nlunica(ion between the partics made in vvriting by mail
or electronic mail which providcs the sender with compelling evidencc that the nicssage was
delivered to the specified recipient:

'Fraud': am inlcn(iona] act Ql otnission ,!f'fccting thc Union"s l"jn,lncial interestx rclatinsz to
G-

the use or pre':entatioň of false, incorrect or inconipkte staiements or doclllnelltx, to non-
dixc|osure of" inforniation in \. idd( ion of a spcci fič (jbligatic)n:

"lnlplelnentation period': the' |)C|1()(] of imp|enlcrl(a.[ion oť the ilc(i\'itieq lř)rn)ing pan of thc
pr(',iec(.. as 'pecít"icd in Aniek 1-?.2:

'Indirect costs' [h(y;c co>6 which tire not specitic dirccth hnkej 1(' the irnrkn")entatiorľ
ni" ihe l)rojecl :ind which therdvre cannot be attrihuted direcú"" 1("' it. The \' rňíí\' ň('Ĺ include

..äl1\' COxtx idcn[iťiab]c C'l" declarcd as c]igib]c direct COx6:
, <-

"Irre?l]]z)ritg"': am' n]l"ringenícn( (}f 'ĺ nrm"ixi(m c'l' 1"nion ľaví" resu|tin? frc}m an act or
· Z: E. S i : ' - - Ž Ž , : :E t " ' _ ,,: % Š Ĺ ä í E Š É , .

L '
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'Maximum amount of the grant': thc jnaxin1un] EU contriblltion to lhe piojecl. as deťincd
in t\rticle 1.3.1:

'Pre-existing material': am rnateriak. docurneni. technolog\" or kno\'j-h()\\ which exists
prior to the bcncf'iciar} usinsz it for the proclLlclion of" a result in the irl1rlcn)entation ol" the

L.

pr(-).iec(:

'Pre-existing right': any industrial and intellectual property right on prc-existing rnaterial: it
1)líl\' conxisi in a right of" o\\'nership. a licence riszht and/or a rigl)l of" use lgc|onging (o the

m.-bcnct"iciílr\ or am' other thiid !)d!tjcb:
W

"Related person": any pcrson who has the pou'er to represent the bencl"iciarg or to take
dccibionx on its behalť:

'Starting date": the date on which the jmp]enlenlation of' the project starts as providcd for in
Article 1.2.2:

'Subcontract': a procurcment contract within the ineaninsz of Article Il. 10. which covers: the
iníplernentation by a third party of tasks l"orn)ing part of the project as described in Annex 11:

'Substantial error': anv infringcnicnt of a pt 0\ ision of" an agrecment lcbu|ting from an act Ol
omission. which causes or might cause a loss to the Union's budget.

AR"i'iCi,E m — (yLNLRAL ()BLiGA'I1ONS and ROLES OF THE
BENEFICIARIES

II.2.1 General obligations and role of the beneficiaries

1"he bcncl'iciaries:

(a) are .jointlv and severallv liable for
JAgreenient. If a beneficiary fails

bencťicialic$ becomc wxponxible foí
//l(l.\"i1/1l//?l (///l()l//l/ (!/"/he ,q/"a/l/ ):

carrvinsz out the /'/"ojéc/ in accordance with the
.to lnľplcn)ent its part of thc /)/"(?ject, the othcr

in)plementing this pail (but without il1cleasing the
G- Ĺ--

(b) must comply ,i('in(lµ· or indi\'idua]|y u'ith any legal ol)]i?ations they are h(jun(] by under
applicable EU, in(crnationa| and national law:

(c,) must make appL'o[)riiltc intcrnd arRInge]nenís to in)plen]en( the /)/7)iec/ ])r()rer| \'. The
jrrangen)cn6 must be ,:umistent with the lcrn15 ol' the ,\ greenlcl1! If' p1o\ idcd ťcu in the
S pccial ( '(mditi( )ns. th( 'se ,irran gernentx take the 1'( )ŕň1 of :ín interna! c('ol)craficm
jgrcen]enf between the

(dl

(C)

! I"!

milinľain ur-t')-dalc h()(,'k s of äc"ct 'tint. in accordance with the uxual JCCOLlňLlI) g
m.-u:)nvel")ti()l)s il1)l)c)xcd c'n them 6y iií\\" and e'cis[ing re£!u|ations:

C- m.

ensure that all im oiccs include a clem lcťelcncc k) the pl(")jccl.

n' e " ! i n t !l" g-Z t i7 f t Ĺ"! Ž' r' t 'mh_. ",f" V; l t ,"Ž :-2 r !
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.

11.2.2 General obligations and role of each beneficiary

Each associated bencťiciar\·' inus(:

(íl) in f"oi m the coor(lill,lting benelľciarr inl[nedlate|\" of :inv change likelv to at"t"ect or delav
Jthe iml)len]entaliol] of the piojcct of" which the beneťiciary ix au'are. and. tór UFF

Nature Integrated rroicc(šj of any acti\'i(\" hv thirj pariies that is likch' ĺ(.) have a
significant negativc inípact on the sitcs/species targeted in tlie projcct. ancl it" appropriate
to takc [nea>,ures 1(") persuade third partics to re 1"rain l"roin such acti\"ilies:

(b) int"orm ú)c coordinating beneficiary in]nlediately of any change in ĺĺ5 lcgal. f"inal1cla].
tcchnical, organisational or ownership »itll:ltion or of its aft'iliatcd cntities and of any
challge in its 11:Ĺrne. addresx or letzal rcl)rexentati\'c or ot" its at"filiatcd entities:

G.

(C) xLll)]]]it in due [ilnc to the cooldina(ing bcnef"iciar\ '

( i) thc data nceclcd to draw up the reports. financial statements and other d()cuments
|)ro\"ided ťor in the Agreen]ent:

4--

(ii) all the necessary dncllrnents required ťor audits. checks or ci' aluations as prcn'idcd
|"or in Article 11.27.

(,iiil any other inťormation to be provided to the Agency under the Agrccmcnt. except it"
the Ay"eenícnt requires such information to be submiúed directly by the benetlciary
to the Agency.

II.2.3 General obligations and role of the coordinating beneficiary

Thc coordinating bencficiarv:

(ä) nlllst lnonilor thc implenicntation of the /)/"(!je('/ in order to make sure that is
in1l)len)cnted in accordance with the terms of thc Agrecnlent:

C.

(h) lX the intcrnwdiary foi all comll)unicalionb betwccn thc bencl'iciai les and the Agency.
cxcepi it" l)l"ovidc(l othcrwise in the Aszrec mém. In particu lai". tlie c(")or(linatil]g

C- C-

bencl'iciary:

(Ĺ ) must irnnlcdiatc|\' il]|i)rn) the Agcnc y:

- of 2lň\ challge in tbc name- addres>. |cga| rq)re,Kmľati\'c of" an \'" ot" the beneficiaries

cír uf thc:ir at'tiliLílej éntitiec

{'j" ,Aň\ change in the kcaľ l'intn]cla] iechmcai ('r2íinimtionjt| ('i" Uja !]cr<hjr
4.-

si[lla[ion c'ť äň\ uf the bcneľiciarics or of" their at'|"ilja(e(j Cl1tlllěx'

- (")|' am' even6 ('ĺ" cjrcun]xtancex of" which the co()I'(|inalln? hcnellclar\' 15 ii\\ are.
-th,:tt ,ne likch' to affěct ('r (kla\ the in}pkľncntdtion of the /'/ oi('('/

""" L_ií ĺ_. >::z:um "i" .,:·.* C"'} ŕh-ň í-:.' ;'."
Ž. -_' Z, ;,. i Z G" Z , , · . ; ' - - , , -:,í "-r="mi', :_ ;j ú?'," ::,j, L".', i., ,:. ,,,, ·_.í .;";j M :-.í '
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acnvities:

(ii) is responsihle ťor sLlpl)l\'ing the Agenc\' with all doculnen(x and inl"c'rniation
G- ,

requirc(l undcr the /'\y"een")cnt. except if' r'ro\'ided o[her\'\'ike in the r\\greemcn[ it.sc'll".
If" int"ol1nilt ion ix rcq uircd from the other hcnet"icial"icb. the coordinatin g bene ficiaí \
ix re>yronsil'|e 1"or obtaining and \"crit:;ing this illťorl]lalion bet"ore passing it on to
the Mencv:

(c) must make the approl)riate arrangcn]entx ťor p1i)\ idinšz an\ financial gLlalantcc> lequiled
4.-

under the Agl"cemenl:
C-

(d) must draw up the requcxt.x for payment in accordance with the /\green1en(:

(C) i!' it is dcsignatcd ax the sc'Ic recipient oř payn]cntG on behalf" of" all of the bcnet"iciílrieb.
it must ensure that all the appropriate paymcnts are made within 30 davs of" the receipt

.ol' the funds paid 1'\' the Agcncv unlesx theie ix a juxtificd delav The cooldlnatlng
W

beneficiary shall inform the Agency of the distribution of" the Union contribution:

(l) bear rcspnn£ihilit\' for providing all the ncccssary (locul]lel]ls in the ci ent of" chcc1+ and
ilLlUllb lrlltlaleu DClOŕC tl1é l)aylnenl oí trie t)a|ance, and in thc event Qj e\"aluatj()n in
accordance with Article 11.27 as well as for retaining copies of all sLlpporlin£ docurnents
of" all the associated bencficiarics for at least fivc years aftcr the balance payment.

"Tú . - 1 ' - . " - f r' ' 7
l lie L'e[lellclal"y niay not suDcon[l"ac[ any part ol Its tasks dcscribcd in pomts (a)
to (t") to tlie othcr bencficiarics ol to any otha party.

II.2.4 1'he role of the external monitoring team

To follow up the projcct. the Agency sclectcd an cxtanal monitonng teani (hercinatta ""//7é
e Ĺ"/('/"ll(l/ /m)ni/()/"i/lg te(///l") to assist it by following and asscssing the projects proglcbx and
their cohercnce with the actual costs incurrccl.

I'he eí"/e/"/l(l/ //l()/li/o/"i/lg /euín shall not be authorised to lake äl1\' decision on behalf of the
W"

Agcncy. A rec()mn]enclation or a stateincnt l)rovidc(l bv the external lnonitoring tcani to the
bcnel"iciaries cannot be interpreted as rcprescnting a position of" the Agency.

Altl"ICLE Il.3 — C()MMUNI("A'řION BE'1'\VEEN THE PAR1"IES

II.3.1 Form and means of' colllnlunicati()n

.·'\ny relaľln,9. [o the Agreement nr Íl,) ir' imrlementati()n ň)ůxĹ

! a} Ik" madc in \\ min 2 (lti paper tú" ek:ctí"cm tí." ):
(. h ) bcar thc ríunibcr o!' the A gl"ec'n]cnl and the dCl'Oň \5 m: and

m-(C) be n]a(le uying the c()rllnľunicatiĹ)n dctailx idcntit"icd in Á rticlc 1.6.

If ĺá party request» \.\ ri(len c()nlirmation of ál1 e|ec[r(mic c(.)nlmLlnicalion \'\ ithin a
t 't "7)^ ""}U'"t Y""-"-" úl."" ·-: :] , ' - - ·- -, . l .: . : S: í

q K
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Agreement number: LIFE 17 IPE/CZ/000005

Before communicating directly with the Agency, the coordinatinšz beneficiary shall consult
the external monitoring team.. Any correspondence relating to the Agreement or to its
implementation sent by the coordinating beneficiary to the Agency shall be sent in parallel to
the external monitoring team.

Formal notifications shall be made by registered mail with return receipt or equivalent, or by
equivalent electronic means.

II.3.2 Date of communications

Any communication is considered to have been made when the receiving party receives it,
unless the Agreement states that communication is considered to have been made on the date
when the communication was sent.

Email is considered to have been received by the receiving party on the day of successful
dispatch of that email, provided that it is sent to the email address indicated in Article I.6. The
sending party must be able to prove the date of dispatch. If the sending party receives a non-
delivery report, it must make every effort to ensure that the other party actually receives the
communication by email or mail. In such a case, the sending party is not held in breach of its
obligation to send such communication within a specified deadline.

Mail sent to the Agency using the postal or courier services is considered to have been
received by the Agency on the date on which it is registered by the unit identified in Article
1.6.2 or on the- date on which it is received by the external monitoring team, whichever of
these dates is later.

Fonnal notifications are considered to have been received by the receiving party on the date
of receipt indicated in the proof received by the sending party that the message was delivered
to the specified recipient.

ARTICLE II.4 — LIABILITY FOR DAMAGES

11.4.1 The Agency may not be held liable for any damage caused or sustained by any of the
beneficiaries, including any damage caused to third parties as a consequence of or
during the implementation of the project.

II.4.2 Except in cases of force majeure, the beneficiaries must compensate the Agency for
any damage it sustains as a result of the implementation of the project or because the
pr(?ject was not implemented in full compliance with the Agreement.

ARTICLE II.5 — CONFLICT OF INTERESTS

II.5.1 The beneficiaries must take all necessary measures to prevent any situation of cou/li(::t
of interests.

II.5.2 The beneficiaries must inform the Agency without delay of any situation constituting
or likely to lead to a conflict of interests. They must take immediately all the necessary
steps to rectify this situation.

The Agency may verify that the measures taken are appropriate and may require
additional measures to be taken by a specified deadline.
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ARTICLE II.6 — CONFIDENTIALITY

II.6.1 During implementation of the project and for five years after the payment of the
balance, the parties must treat with confidentiality any con/identia/ in/Ôrnlation and
d()('u/nents.

II.6.2 The parties may only use c(m/identia/ inforniation and docuřnents for a reason other
than to fulfíl their obligations under the Agreement if they have first obtained the prior
written agreement oť the other party.

II.6.3 The confidentiality obligations do not apply if:

(a) the disclosing party agrees to release the other party from those obligations;
(b) the confidential inforination or documents become public through other means than a

breach of the confidentiality obligations;
(C) the disclosure of the c()jgi'dentia/ in/Ôrnlation or d()cllnlents is required by law
(d) confidential information or docunients are transferred between the Agency and the

Commission.

II.6.4 The externul monitoring team shall act under the same confidentiality rules as those
stipulated for the beneficiaries and the Agency.

ARTICLE II.7 — PROCESSING OF PERSONAL DATA

II.7.1 Processing of personal data by the Agency

Any personal data included in the Agreement must be processed by the Agency in accordance
with Regulation (EC) No 45/2001 .'

Such data must be processed by the data controller identified in Article 1.6.1 solely for
implementing, managing and monitoring the Agreement or to protect the financial interests of
the EU, including checks, audits and investigations in accordance with Article II.27.

The beneficiaries have the right to access and correct their own personal data. For this
purpose, they must send any queries about the processing of their personal data to the data
controller identified in Article 1.6.1.

The beneficiaries may have recourse at any time to the European Data Protection Supervisor.

II.7.2 Processing of personal data by the beneficiaries

The beneťiciaries must process personal data under the Agreement in compliance with
applicable EU and national law on data protection (including authorisations or notification
requirements).

' Rcgulatíon (EC) N(3 45/'?()()] of the Eur(}rcan Parhament and o' the Council of l 8 December 200() un thc
pro[ec[ion d" individuals with regard to the pr(}cessing uf p«sunä1 data bv the CoĹnmuni(y mstitutions and bodies
and on the free movement of such data.
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The beneťiciarics mav šzran( their pcrsonnel acccss oi1ĺ\ (o data that is strictly nccessarř torU

impkřnenting, inanaging and monitoring the Agreement.

1"hc henet"iciarics must adopt appropriate technical and (jrganlhational sccuřit\' nieasures
hařing regard to the riskx inherent in the rroce^ing and to the nature of the personal data
concerned. This is in order to:

(íl) prcu"ent ilň\" Llľl:luthorised person from gaining access to coinputcr sv.xterns processini!

personal datii. and cspccialh":
.

(j) unauihoriscd reading. copying. alteration or reln(-)\"al of" storage media:
(ii) uníiuthorised data input as wcll as am" unauthorised disclosure, alteration or

era»uie of xtored personal data:
(iii) Lln,íutholixed LlbC of data procesxing xg stcms by means of data transtnixxion

'áci|iliex:

(l)) ensure that authoriscd users of a data processing xystění can äCCCSb only thc pěrxonal

data Iq which their äccc'A right refcrx,

ĺ .-N í rí>, 1"EĹ 'h ; r" k r,." rín 'ľ l d 'á t u h "l hnen m rní j n i (" :j t ("( l \'\:h{" n :ind t (j w hnm "í l k t "" " " " " ' " " " " """ "

(d) ensure that personal data processed on behalf of third parties can be processed only in
the n:ianner prescribed by the Agel1cy:

('c) enxnre that. (]ljring communication of personal data and transport of storage incdia, the
data canllol be read, copied or erased without authorisation:

(ť) design their organisational structurc in such a way that it meets data protection
requirements.

ARTICLE II.8 — VISIBILITY OF UNION FUNDING

II.8.1 Informati()n on Union funding and use of the LIFE Programme and Natura
2000 logos

a) Unless the Agency requests or agrees otherwise, any conimunication or publication niadc
bv the beneficiaries jointly or indi\i(lual[\ that tdatcs to the ploiect. including at
con f"crencem seminars or in an v inforrnation or pronintional matcriak ( such ax brochures,

W

kat1etx. poxters, prexcntationy, in clecttonic ťoi m. etc. ). rntm'

i. indicate that the projcct has recei'c ed filncling t"rom the Union: and
ii. (]isplay the LIFE P/7)g/"(///l///e ( Annex ll to tht LIFL

,- . t , . . . , . . _ . T . .. , , . ._ _ - . . _ . - Ž, l% " "Z - -' Ľ . - _ Z -: " " ' ' _,_ _ :

\ niate rial. the credi|% at the hcginiíin g and/or al the end includem-audibk and readahlc: íncntion to thu LJF1 tinanciai $up|)u[t íc9.
i- orľtri|'utiL'n of the I Ill" Pi('grammc uf the F:ulí'pc:m 1'nmn"j

q.,

Regulation.
For audio--
an exphcň
"'With the

.,'\11 durahle goods acquircd Ill the tranie of" the l)rolcc| shall bear the 1jF"F: logo uňlěx>,
srecif"ií"(] 1)\" the A9c11c\

C.-

- í ä : - - .- -. - ' " -- - - -. % : : - = i ! " j- Ĺ':'" "Ĺ ,í Ž f N" ,' . A · A._ E i? i : . . , Z ž-? Z '
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1"he obligation to ílisplay the LIFE P/W/"(///l///e lugo docs not conťer on the bencficiariús
a riszht of exclLlti\ e LlxC, The běnd"iciariex niay not appiopriate the LIFE l'/l:)g/(l//l//1e h)g('
or äň\' siniilar or Io9cl either hv rcgibtra(ion or 1)\·' ill1\' othcr nieans.

V

For the purposcs, of tbc first. second and third Mjl)l)aragral)hs and under the condiiions
specified thcrein. the bencťiciaries may Lisť the LIFE P/"(',q/"(l//l//lL' k)g() \\ itl]ou[ first
obtaining pcrl]lisxion from thc Agency.

For r)roiectx in Natura "0(M) rilCS or contribuiing to the intcgritg of' the Natuia 2000
network. the ohligatiorw regarding the LIFE Progralnn)e logů also apply 1"or thc Natura
2000 logo (htlrR//ecÁm"orKLcLl/en\"ir()nn]cnt/litč/too]kit/c()n]todjresoulL"es/k)gox.litrn).
The project's importance in terms of' establishing the Natut'a 2000 network must be
described in the notice boards and on the websites.

b) The coordinating bencf"iciarv shall crealc a /)/"()jc'ct website or uxé an cxis[ing \\'ebxite in at
least one official language of the European Union ťor the (lissenlinatjon of' project
äcti\'itics. progrcss and results. Thc web address whcrc the niain results of thc projcct arc
available to the l)ublic shall be indicated in the reports. This website shall be online at the
latest six months after the xtartil1g date as xpecified in Atticle 1.2 2, bhal| he legu|arl'\

? g F

upúaú:u äll(j XIklil Oť kcpl tor at icasr i1\"c years arier tne end ol the project. A sumrnary ot
the project in En glish |jngutlge, including name and contact irlfol"n]a(ic)n of the
coordinatinsz beneficiary. will he placed on thc LIFE websitc and niade a\"ai|al)|c to the
szeneral public.

C) The beneficiaries shall erect and niaintain notice bour(/s dcscribing the project at thc
locations whcre it is implenientcd. at strategic placcs accesmble and \'lslble to thc public.

Il.8.2 Disclainiers excluding Agency responsibility

Any colnn]unication or publication that relates to thc projcct. niadc by the beneficiaries jointly
or individually in any forrn and using any mcans, must indicate:

(ä) that it ret1ccts, only the author's view: and
(b) that the Agency is not rcsponsihlc ťor any use that may be niade of the inl"orniation it

contains.

ARTICLE 11.9 — PRE-EXIS11NG RIGHTS AND (_)\\"NERSHIP ANI) USE OF THE
RESUL1"S (IN(:[,[:DING INTEIjáE(":11!A]. AND IN1)US]'RIAI_. PROPERTY
RIGHi'S)

11.9.] Ownership of the results 1)\ the b('nd'iciarit',s

1"hc ľ'c'ncl'i cj;.í]"ie4 re[aiľ"] o\Amcr5hlr ' 'l re Sll ĺ! '%. ', 'l' thí' rj"")k"cl {nc|udin£ mdmttia! and
ľrľtelk(:tl|a| prc)rcr[y řig'ht>. and í"f" tlic |'el)(mk Lh)cuuicl1N rdating [" it. u[ľk,'^

latuj c'thcm I'n-" jň the Agl"ecrLlel)l

Wiih a \1c\a' ĺĺ) l)ron)(_)tillg thc mc of lec|)r]i(lLlc5 ('ĺ' t))()L|e|x t"it\ (jul"ílhle ((j the crl\'ir()nl))elll. the
h(:nef'tĹ"i;,ij"ie$ mc" ĽTĹc{'Ura!!ed i'") nmkc l ň!o!? ítň ň""-^n'·"

, .-, 4 :
, - . ,
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II.9.2 Pre-existing rights

If the Agency sends the beneficiaries a written request specifying which of the results it
intends to use, the beneficiaries must:

(a) establish a list specifying all pre-existing rights included in those results; and
(b) provide this list to the Agency at the latest with the request for paynient of the balance.

The beneficiaries must ensure that they or their affiliated entities have all the rights to use any
pre-existing rights during the implementation of the Agreement.

II.9.3 Rights of use of the results and of pre-existing rights by the Union

The beneficiaries grant the Union and the Agency/Commission the following rights to use the
results of the project:

(a) for its own purposes and in particular to make available to persons working for the
Agency, other Union institutions, agencies and bodies and to Member States' institutions,
as well as to copy and reproduce in whole or in part and in an unlimited number of
copies;

(b) reproduction: the right to authorise direct or indirect, temporary or permanent
reproduction of the results by any means (mechanical, digital or other) and in any form,
in whole or in part;

(c) communication to the public: the right to authorise any display performance or
communication to the public, by wire or wireless means, including making the re-suits
available to the public in such a way that members of the public may access them from a
place and at a time individually chosen by them; this right also includes communication
and broadcasting by cable or by satellite;

(d) distribution: the right to authorise any form of distribution of results or copies of the
results to the public;

(e) adaptation: the right to modify the results;

(t) translation:

(g) the right to store and archive the results in line with the document management rules
applicable to the Agency, including digitisation or converting the format for preservation
or new use purposes;

(h) where the results are documents, the right to authorise the reuse of the documents in
conformity with Commission Decision 2011/833/EU of 12 December 201 l on the reuse
of Commission documents if that Decision is applicable and if the documents fall within
i.ts scope and are not excluded by any of its provisions. For the sake of this provision, the
terms 'reuse' and 'document' have the meanings given to them by Decision
201 1/833/EU.

(i) inclusion in widely accessible databases or indexes, such as via 'open access' or 'open
data' portals, o' similar repositories, whether freely accessible or accessible only upon
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subscription of the LIFE Key Project Indicators collected by the beneficiaries in relation
to the project.

The above rights of use may be further specified in the .Special Conditions.

Additional rights of use for the Union may be provided for in the Special Conditions.

The beneficiaries must ensure that the Union has the right to use any pre-existing rights
included in the results of the project. 'řhe pre-existing rights must be used ťor the same
purposes and under the same conditions as applicable to the rights of use of the results of the
project, unless specified otherwise in the Special Conditions.

Information about the copyright owner must be inserted in cases where the result is divulged
by the Union. The copyright information must read: '© — year — name of" the copyright
owner. All rights reserved. Licenced to the European Union under conditions.'.

If the beneficiaries grant rights of use to the Agency, this does not affect its confidentialitv
obligations under Article 11.6 or the beneficiaries' obligations under Article Il.2. l.

ARTICLE II.10 — AWARD OF CONTRACTS NECESSARY FOR THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PROJECT

II.10.1 If the implementation of the project requires the beneficiaries to procure goods, works
or services, they must award the contract to the tender offering best value for money
or, as appropriate, to the tender offering the lowest price. In doing so, they must avoid
any con/7ict of interests. Tendering procedures shall comply with the principles of
transparency and equal treatment of potential contractors. The beneficiaries must
maintain a written record of the procedure used to ensure that these conditions are
fulfilled in the tendering procedure in accordance with their usual procurement policy
and/or practise.

The beneficiaries must ensure that the Agency, the European Court of Auditors and
the European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF) can exercise their rights under Article 11.27
also towards the beneficiaries' contractors.

Where the value of a contract exceeds EUR 135,000, all beneficiaries shall use an
open tendering procedure, including a publication of the call for tender(s) in the
relevant media. To establish the relevant threshold, the beneficiary shall consider
together the value of all linked items.

Below the threshold of EUR 135,000 or the threshold set out in the applicable public
national procurement rules, the beneficiary shall award the contract to the tender
offering best value for money or, as appropriate, to the tender offering the lowest
price, while avoiding any conflict of interests and maintain written evidence of how
the criterion of best value for money was niet in accordance with the usual
procurement policy and/or practise of the beneficiary.
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11.10.2 Bcneficiarics that are 'contractintz authorities" within the meaninsž of" Directive
20 IJRJ/ELr-' or "contracting entiticd within the nleaning of Directive 20 14/25/E(
niust comply with the applicable national public pr()cllren1enl rulcs.

1'hc beneficiaries must ensure that the conditions applicable Iq them under Arliclcb
11,4. 11.5. 11.6 and 11.9 are ako applicable Iq the contractor'í

11.10.3 The hcncťiciarie': reniain solelv regq)("'n.5ib|e for caľr\"ing out the /)/"()ie('/ and ťor
eco|)lpliance with thč Agreelnent.

II.1(LJ jj' thc beneťiciaries brciích their ob|igations undcr Article ll.lO. j thc coŇts related to
the contract conccrnecl are c()nxldered meligiblc in accordance with Article Il. l 9.2 (c ).
(d)and(c).

lť the bcneficiaries breach their obligations under ,'\itick [[ 10.2 thc grjnt niay be
rcduced in accordance with Articlc 11.25.4.

ARTICLE II.11
PROJECT

SUB(:ON'I'RACTIN(; OF TASKS FORMING PART OF THE

lI.ll.l Bcncl"iciaries niay subcontract tasks ťorming part of the /)r'!je('/. [f' they do so, they
must ensure that, in addition to the conditions specified in Article ll. 10, the following
conditions are also complied with:

(a) subcontracting does not co\'cř core tasks of the 1)/"('ject:
(b) recourse to subcontracting is justificd because of the nature of the l'/"ojec/ and

C.-

what is necessary for itx jn]p|c[nentation:
(c) the cstinmed costs of thc subcontractin g are clearly identifiable in the estimated

budstet set out in Annex III:
C-.

any recoursc to subcoiltracting, if" not providcd for in Annex Il and Ill. is conlmullicatcd by
the coordinating hencficiary and approved by the Agency. The Agency mag grant appro\"al
after recourse to subcontractin? if the su|)contracting:

- is specifically justified in the mid term or final technical rcport rel"errcd to
in Artic|cb 1..4.3 and 1.4.4: and

- does not c'ntail changes 1(_) the Agreemcn( which would call into qllcs[i()n
the decision j\'\ ar(jing the grant or be cQnlrilr\ to the equal treatinent ot"

Ĺ-arp|ican6:

(j; the hendlciarEc'g that

' Dircctiw.' "()1-1/")4/F U úl thc bjr"l"'¢jn P:Ĺl|iamúnl and the ("i)uncl] "ť 'h Fd)r!lar\' "ň! j un pubhú
rrL'cul"emcrl[ and repcating ?n()j/|x/Fc

' Ť "' Ĺ é ' I Ž
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i. the conditions applicable (o them Llndcr Article 11.8 are also applicablc
to the sLll)colltractors.

ii. all iň\'"oicěs issued 1)\ suhcontractoi"s bear íl clear rdcrcncc to the LIFE
W

project ( i.e. nuinber and title or xhort title ) and (c) tlie order/suhccmtract
issucd 1)\' the bencťiciaries:

iii. all iň\"oiccs issued br xubcontractor» are sLlt"ťicicnt|\:' dctitiled as to
W

äňo\\ identiťication of" riňdC itěmr co\"c|"cd br the xěř\"icc dclirerecl
C-

1Ĺ.c. clear description and com of" cach item).

Il.ll.2 It the beněf"iciaric> breach their ol)]i?ations under Aniek ll. l l . l (a). (Ĺ'). (c) or (ď), the
costx rclated (o the cc'ntracl conccrncd are considcred ineligibk in accordance with
/\111cle 1Ll9.2 (l").

[f' the |)el1ef'iciílricx breach their oblitzation undcr Article ll. l l .l (c) the £!říll1t Il1il\' he
C.

reduced in accorclance with Article IJ.25.J.

ARTICLE 11.12 — FINANCIAL SUPPORT TO THIRD PARTIES

íi.i 2. i "v\"iiae 1Ĺíc' ůĺ lji"ůjcLi ícgůiíc> ĺa"j

])arlicx. the bt'l1cl"icial'ies xhall ťi\'e such financial support in accordance with the
conditions specified in Annex ll. which shall at least contain:

(cl) dic cliylULlllt uf financial :uippôrt, 'n hich not cxcccd EUR !5 000

for each third party and a total of" EUR 100 000 for the project pcriod:

(t') thc ciitaia for detel'n]ining the exact amount of the financial support:

(,C) the different types of" activity that nmy receive financial support, on lhc basis of a
fixed list:

(cj) the clcfinition of the pcrsons or categories of persons which niay receive
financial support:

(é) the criteria ťor eiving lbe financial support.

11.12.2 Financial suppori in the form of prizes is not allowed

II± l2c3 The benefjci:lric$ Jíall ensure that íhe cnnclitions al")Nic":lbk tc") thcrn un(lel" Al"(lC|CS
11.3- IJA. 11,5. !!."7. Il.8 itnd 11.2 7 are ak' applicahk to !íic third partiet rcccit lny
!in,mcĹa) surrul1.

\jUl('l,ElLl3 ř\'lEKD3IEXTS TO TllE A(;REEMEX'T

ll.l3.j '\ n \' ill)1C ndrnent tc' the t\ greenlerlt inusl bc tnade in \A"rltinĹ'.

L,{ ? ? "'f' a " ::' " :' ma í, If .,í '. "i"" t lá':. ._":-' - ,. . :: .' Qi" ±4" C !"!:,'ĺ t N" míč: ; [q ť C"f:: :" > ! C! t!íz'
L

:ž e ._ ,, , . , ., , . . i". ,"::S í" i ; ttlií: ::":::: ;: ä' ',l í c.n : ·. :i !, ' í:"

. ":':"j.;í" ji- íh,' ."'m.ň "i
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Only substantial changes require a formal amendment of the Agreement and will
only be accepted in duly justified cases.

Three months before the end of each project phase as specified in Annex II the
coordinating beneficiary submits an amendment request to update the
implementation plan including the budget for the following project phase.

II.13.3 Any request for amendment must:

(a) be duly justified;
(b) be accompanied by appropriate supporting documents; and
(C) be sent to the other party in due time before it is due to take effect, and in any

case one month before the end of the implementation period.

Point (c) does not apply in cases duly substantiated by the party requesting the
amendment if the other party agrees.

II.13.4 A request for amendment on behalf of the beneficiaries must be submitted by the
coordinating beneficiary. If a change of coordinating beneficiary is requested without
its agreement, the request must be submitted by all other beneficiaries and must be
accompanied by the opinion of the coordinating beneficiary or proof that this opinion
has been requested in writing.

II.13.5 Amendments enter into force on the date on which the Ĺast party signs or on the date
of approval of the request for amendment.

Amendments take effect on a date agreed by the parties or, in the absence of such an
agreed date, on the date on which the amendment enters into force.

ARTICLE II.14 — ASSIGNMENT OF CLAIMS FOR PAYMENTS TO THIRD
PARTIES

II.14.1 The beneficiaries may not assign any of their claims for payment against the Agency
to any third party, except if approved by the Agency on the basis of a reasoned,
written request by the coordinating beneficiary made on behalf of the beneficiaries.

If the Agency does not accept the assignment or the terms of it are not complied
with, the assignment has no effect on it.

II.14.2 In no circumstances may an assignment release the beneficiaries from their
obligations towards the Agency.

ARTICLE II.15 — FORCEMAJEURE

II.15.1 A party faced with force majeure must send a ,fônnal nott/ication to the other pany
without delay, stating the nature of the situation or of the event, its likely duration
and foreseeable effects.

11.15.2 The parties must take the necessary nieasures to limit any daniage due to jorce
'najeu-re. They must do their best to resume the implementation of the prqject as soon
as possi.ble.
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II.15.3 The party faced with JÓrce nia.jeure may not be considered in breach of its
obligations under the Agreement if it has been prevented from fulfilling them by
jôrce niqjeure.

ARTICLE II.16 — SUSPENSION OF THE IMPI.EMENTATION OF THE PROJECT

Il.16.1Suspension of implementation by the beneficiaries

The coordinating beneficiary, on behalf of the beneficiaries, may suspend the implementation
of the /)r(?je('t or any part of it, if exceptional circumstances make such implementation
impossible or excessively dif"t"icult, in particular in the event ofJÓrce majeure.

The coordinating beneficiary must immediately inform the Agency, stating:

(a) the reasons for suspension, including details about the date or period when the
exceptional circumstances occurred; and

(b) the expected date of resumption.

Once the circumstances allow the beneficiaries to resume implementing the project, the
coordinating beneficiary must inform the Agency inimediately and present a request for
amendment of the Agreement as provided for in Article 11.16.3. This obligation does not
apply if the Agreement or the participation of a beneficiary is terminated in accordance with
Articles JI.17.1, 11.17.2 or points (C') or (d) of Article II.17.3.1.

Il.16.2Suspension of implementation by the Agency

II.16.2.1 Grounds for suspension

The Agency may suspend the implementation of the project or any part thereof:

(a) if the Agency has evidence that a beneficiary has committed substantial errors,
irregularities or fraud in the award procedure or while implementing the Agreement
or if a beneficiary fails to comply with its obligations under the Agreement;

(b) if the Agency has evidence that a beneficiary has committed systemic or recurrent
errors, irregularities, fraud or serious breach of obligations in other grants funded by
the Union or the European Atomic Energy Community ('Euratom') awarded to the
beneficiary under similar conditions and the errors, irregularities, fraud or breach
have a material impact on this grant; or

(C) if the Agency suspects substantial errors, irregularities, .fřaud or breach of obligations
committed by a beneficiary in the award procedure or while implementing the
Agreement and needs to verify whether they have actually occurred.

IL16.2.2 Procedure for suspension

Step l — Before suspending implementation of the prqject, the Agency must send a ,/t)rnl(l/
n()ti/i"(:a/ion to the coordinating beneficiary:

(ä) informing it of:

(i') its intention to suspend the implenientation;
(,ti) the reasons for suspension;
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(iii) the neccssarv conditions 1"or resuniing the jmr|eÍľlenlation in thc cases re ferrcd to
.in points (a) and (b) of Article ll. 16.2. l: and

(h) in\'iting it to subniit observations within 30 calendar davs ol" recci\'ing the formal
nQti|"icíltion.

Step 2 It" the Agency docs not receive obscr\"ati(mx or dccidex Iq purbue the procedure
despite the ()bscr\·ationb it has receired. it must send a ./i)/"//l(l/ l/("'ti/i("'u/i()/l to the coordinatin2
bene|'iciar\" inforniinšz it of:

ď

(ä) the Mjxpcl]bion of the inlp|cnlentation:

(ĺ') the rcasons for suspension: and
(C) tbc final conditions for rcsunling the implen]enľa[ion in the cascs reťúrrcd to in points

(a) and (b) of Article II.16.2.1.: or
(cj) the illdicati\'e date of cornpletion of the neccssary verification in the case referred to in

point (c) of" Article lI.I6.2.l..

The coordinating beneficiary must innnediately inform
suspension. Thc suspcnsion takes effect í"i\'ě calendar days
received bv the coordinatjng benchciary or on a later

J/l()ti/i(-'(lli(.)/1.

the other beneficiaries of the
after the ,/i)/"l/l('// /loti/ic('lti()/l is

date spec]t'le(j in úic jornl(l/

Otherwise. the Agency must send a ,,/i)/"l/l(ll /l()ti/i('(ltio/l to the coorclinating beneficiary
inforrning it that íl is not conllnulng the suspension procedure.

11.16.2.3 Resuming implementation

In order to resumc the irnpleinentation. thc bencficiarics must meči the notified conditions as
soon as possible and rnusl inform the Agency of any progress made.

[f the conditions for rcsuming the jrnp]cmenlalion are met or the necessary vcrifications arc
carried out. the Á9cňc\,' nnist send a,/i'/"//l(l/ nolific(llio/l to the coordinating, bcneficiary:

(a) inforn]ing it that the conditions for lifting the suspcnxion are tnct: and
(jj) requiring it to present a request for arncndinent of the Agreement as provided for in

Article ll. 16.3. This obligation does not apply if" the Agrcen]ent or the participation of
G.-

a hcl1et"iciary is tcrminated in accordancc with Articles [j. 17. l. j]. l 7.2 or points (c ). (g)
or (h) ot" Article Il.l7.3.1.

ll*l6*3 Effects of the suspension

If tlic m)p|L:n]t'ntalii)n the can he :íňzi !he ,'\ greemcn[ hat nůt heen
an aniend to the .A s! rec mení n"íu':í he tna&: in acc"{:)r(jance \\.'itií A ríicic If. l 3 in

C-

i}rde [" ío:

lil) set the datc on which the /'/"")je('l is to be resurned:
( b ,) ex tcnd the duration of' thc /)/"oie( 't; ancl

."É ·" l - ' i - " , - k " Ť í ' ' - . , . " E": :Ž Z ""j"?."
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Costs incurrecl during the pcriocl of 5Llxpcn5ion that relaie to thc il)lp]clnentjtion of the
mspcnded project or the suspended part of" it rnav not bc l"ejn)bLlt"xed or cortred br thc 9Rlňt.

U

Sllbpending irnplcnlentalion
4-

Agl"ccnlen[ or to terminatc
4-

11.17.3. reduce the grant or
and 11.'26.

ol" the /)/"oj("('/ docs not affěct the Á9cňc'\" x ri šžht to lclrninate the
C- - G--

the rartici|)ation of' a l)cnet"iciarv in accordancc \\ itli Article
.recover amounts unduly paid in accordance with Al1icles ll.25.j

Ncithcr party niay claim damage.' due to suspension by the other party.

ARTICLE 11.17 — TERMINATION OF 11IE AGEI':MEN"1"

II.17.1Termination of the Agreement bv the coordinating beneficiarv

The beneficiaries may tel"l1lina(c the Ĺ\greerncl1t.

The c(j()lľjlnatlng beneťiciarv niust send a /()/'//l(// /lo/i/i( '(//l()/l of" teln1lnjltlol1 to the Agenc\',
C- ,

stating:

l f-tŕ i ŕ Ĺ-b í C t I
\ cl l Liií uiiu

(b) the date on which thc termination takcs ef"fcct. This date must be set after the ,/i)/"//l(l/
/1()ti/i'(u/io/L

If' the Ľ'ěRC Kct"rj r,ot š:tak the iC,ibôii5 tůr (a it ílíc Aµmcy
considers that the reasons do not justify teln)ina(ion. thc Ag]ce[nen( ix considcred to harc
been terminated improperly.

"řhe tcrrnination takcs effect on the day specified in the,/i)/"l]lí/l /l()/!'/i('(l/i()/1.

II.17.2Termination of the participation of one or níore beneficiaries by the
coordinating beneficiary

Thc participation of one or rnore heneťiciaries may be terininatcd by the coordil1ating
beneficiaty at the rcquext of thc auociatcd bencťiciary conccined Ol on behalf" of the othe;
associated beneficiaries.

The coordinating bencf'iciary 111l1sí send d /('/"//1(// /l()/i/i'('(lti()/l of" Lci n}lnatlon to ihe A 9ěňc\
and In|orln the bendiciat \ COllCCi ned 1)\ tet niination

[f" the c()()r(lill:lting beneficiary"x par[icipa[iol1 1>, tcl1ninaled Ll'ith(")u( itr aszreemcnt. the /('/"/n(//
//('/i/i'( (//i/)/l rnust he xllbmitlc(] M anc'thcr henef"icmr\'" (achň9 behalf" Cit' thc

.xi i)cnct"ic[ark'x .)

"1'|1l',/"/"///(// /l()//',/i"('(/[i('/l rňů»t inchide:

( :i) ihc reasonx for lcrlnina(l()n:
( h ) the (ujini()n of" the bťl]e|'iciĹll \' c()ncc|ned 1)\ tet rllind(ion (oř prooi th,n Ú1lb (Njlnlon h,íx

n : r: rt f r n !"
g
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If the coordinating beneficiary or beneficiary does not state the reasons for the termination or
if the Agency considers that the reasons do not justify termination, the participation will be
considered to have been terminated improperly.

The termination takes effect on the day specified in the formal noti/íca/ion.

II.17.3 Termination of the Agreement or the participation of one or more
beneficiaries by the Agency

II.17.3.1 Grounds for termination

The Agency may terminate the Aszreement or the participation of anv one or several
beneficiaries, if:

(a) a change to the beneficiary's legal, financial, technical, organisational or ownership
situation is likely to affect the implementation of the Agreement substantially or calls
into question the decision to award the szrant:

(b) following the termination of the participation of any one or several beneficiaries, the
necessary modifications to the Agreement would call into question the decision
awarding the grant or would result in unequal treatment of applicants;

("C) the beneficiaries do not implement the project as described in Annex II or a
beneficiary fails to comply with another substantial obligation incumbent on it under
the Agreement;

(d) the implementation of the project is prevented or suspended due to force majeure or
exceptional circumstances and either:

(i) resumption is impossible; or
(ii) the necessary changes to the Agreement would call into question the decision

awarding the grant or be contrary to the equal treatment of applicants;

(e) a beneficiary or any person that assumes unlimited liability for the debts of that
beneficiary comes under any of the situations provided for in points (a) or (b) of
Article 106 (l) of the Financial Regulation;'

(f) a beneficiary or any related person comes under any of the situations provided for in
points (C), (d), (e) or (f) of Article 106 (I) or comes under Article 106 (2.) of the
Financial Regulation:

('g') the Agency has evidence that a beneficiarv or any related person has committed
substantial errors, irregularities or ,fřaud in the award procedure or while
implementing the Agreement, including if that beneficiary or related person has
submitted false information or failed to provide required information;

(h) the Agency has evidence that a beneficiary has committed systemic or recurrent errors,
irregularities, fřaud or serious breach of obligations in other Union or Euratom grants
awarded to it under similar conditions and such errors, irregularities, fraud or breach
have a material impact on this grant; or

" Regulati(m (EU, Eurato[n) No 966/201 2 of' ihe European Parliament and of the Council of" 25 ()cl(,)bcr 201 on
the financial rules applicable to the general budget CA the Union.
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(i) the Agency has sent a beneficiary, through the coordinating beneficiary, a forinal
n()tificati()n asking it to end the participation of its affiliated entity because that entity
is in a situation provided for in points (t), (g) or (h) and that beneficiary has failed to
request an amendment ending the participation of the entity and reallocating its tasks.

11.17.3.2 Procedure for termination

Step l- Before terminating the Agreement or participation of one or more beneficiaries, the
Agency must send aforn'ial rl()lt/i'(.:(ltl'()i1 to the coordinating beneficiary:

(a) informing it of:

(i) its intention to terminate;
(ii) the reasons for termination; and

(b) requiring it, within 45 calendar days of receiving the formal notification,:

(i) to submit observations on behalf of all beneficiaries; and
(ii) in the case of point (C) of Article II.17.3. l, to inform the Agency of the

measures to ensure compliance with the obligations under the
Agreement.

Step 2 — If the Agency does not receive observations or decides to pursue the procedure
despite the observations it has received, it will send a fonnal noti/ícůtion to the coordinating
beneficiary informing it of the termination and the date on which it takes effect. The
coordinating beneficiary must immediately inform the other beneficiaries of the termination.

Otherwise, the Agency must send a .formal notification to the coordinating beneficiary
informing it that the termination procedure is not continued.

The termination takes effect:

(a) for terminations under points (a), (b), (C) and (e) of Article II.17.3.1: on the day
specified in the formal notification of termination referred to in the second
subparagraph (i.e. in Step 2 above);

(b) for terminations under points (d), (f), (g), (h) and (i) of Article Il.17.3.1: on the day
after the coordinating beneficiary receives the formal notification of termination
referred to in the second subparagraph (i.e. in Step 2 above).

II.17.4 Effects of termination

II.17.4.1 Effects of terminating the Agreement:

Within 60 calendar davs from the day on which the termination takes effect. the coordinating
beneficiary must submit a request for payment of the balance as provided for in Article 1.4.4.

If the Agency doe-s not receive the request for payment of the balance by the above deadline,
onlv costs which are included in an approved technical report and, where relevant, in an
approved financial statement, are reimbursed or covered by the grant.
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If the Agreement is terminated by the Agency because the coordinating beneficiary has
breached its obligation to submit the request for payment, the coordinating beneficiary may
not submit any request for payment after termination. In that case the second subparagraph
applies.

The Agency calculates the final grant amount as referred to in Article 11.25 and the balance as
referred to in Article 1.4. l l on the basis of the reports submitted. Only costs incurred before
termination takes effect are reimbursed or cove-red by the grant. Costs relating to contracts due
for execution only after termination are not taken into account are not reimbursed or covered
by the grant.

The Agency may reduce the grant in accordance with Article II.25.4 in case of:

(a) improper termination of the Agreement by the coordinating beneficiary within the
meaning of Article Il.17.1: or

(b) termination of the Agreement by the Agency on any of the grounds set out in points
('), (f), (g), (h) and (Ĺ.) of Article Il.17.3.1.

Neither party may claim damages on the grounds that the other party terminated the
Agreement.

After termination, the beneficiaries' obliszations continue to apply, in particular those under
Articles I.4, Il.6, II.8, 11.9, Il.14, 11.27 and any additional provisions on the use of the results,
as set out in the Special Conditions.

II.17.4.2 Effects of terminating the participation of one or more beneficiaries:

a) The coordinating beneficiary must submit a request for amendment including:

(i) a proposal to reallocate the tasks of the beneficiary or beneficiaries concerned by
the termination; and

(ii) if necessary, the addition of one or more new beneficiaries to succeed the
beneficiary or beneficiaries concerned in all their rights and obligations under the
Agreement.

If the Agency terminates the participation of a beneficiary, the coordinating beneficiary must
submit the request for amendment within 60 calendar days from the day on which the
termination takes effect.

If the coordinating beneficiary terminates the participation of a beneficiary, the request for
amendment must be included in the formal noti)ícation of termination referred to in Article
Il.17.2.

[f termination takes effect after the end of the inlplelne/ltation period, no request for
amendment must be provided unless the beneficiary concerned is the coordinating
beneficiary. In this case, the request for amendment must propose a new coordinating
beneficiarv.

If the request for amendment is rejected bv the Agency, the Ašzreement niav be terminated in
W W

accordance with Article 11.17.3.1 (b). The request for amendment may be rejected if it calls
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into question the decision awardinsz the grant or is contrary to the equal treatment of
applicants.

b) The beneficiary concerned by termination must subniit to the coordinating beneficiary:

(i) a technical report; and
(11) a financial s[atement covering the period from the end of the las[ reporting period to

the date when termination takes effect.

The coordinatinsí beneficiary must include this information in the payment request for the
next reporting period.

Only costs incurred by the beneficiary concerned before termination takes effect are
reimbursed or covered by the grant. Costs relating to contracts due for execution only after
termination are not reimbursed or covered by the szrant.

C.-

The Agency may reduce the grant in accordance with Article 11.25.4. in case of:

(a) irnproper terniination of the participation of a beneficiary by the coordinating
beneficiary within the níeanirig of Article 11.17.2 or

(b) termination of the participation of a beneficiary by the Agency on any of the grounds
set out in points (C), (f), (g), (h) or (i) of Article 1I.17.3.1.

Neither party may claim damages on the grounds that the other pany terminated the
participation of a beneficiary.

After termination, the concerned beneficiary's obligations continue to apply, in particular
those under Articles 1.4, 11.6, Il.8, II.9, II. 14, II.27 and any additional provisions on the use of
the results, as set out in the Special Conditions.

ARTICLE II.18 — APPLICABLE LAW, SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES AND
ENFORCEABLE DECISIONS

II.18.1 The Agreement is governed by the applicable Union law, complemented, where
necessary, by the law of Belgium.

II.18.2 In accordance with Article 272 TFEU. the General Court or, on appeal, the Court of
Justice of the European Union, has sole jurisdiction to hear any dispute between the
Union and any beneficiary concerning the interpretation, application or validity of
the Agreement, if such dispute cannot be settled amicably.

II.18.3 In accordance with Article 299 TFEU, for the purposes of recovery within the
meaning of Article II.26, the Agency may adopt an enforceable decision to impose
pecuniary obligations on persons other than States.

An action may be brought against such decision before the General Court of the
European Union in accordance with Article 263 TFEU.
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PART B — FINANCIAL PROVISIONS

AR11CLE 11.19 — ELIGIBLE COSTS

Il.19.1 Conditions for the eligibility of costs

Eligible ('(")s/.\ of the l'/'(!je('/ arc costs ac(Llally incurred bj thc l)enc|"iciar\" and which incet the
Í"o|lo\'\'ing criteria:

(á) thcv are incurred within thc i//l/)/e//lL'/ll(lti()/l /)Ĺ'rio(/, will1 thc exception of costs
relating to the rcquest ťor paylncnl of the balancc and the corresponding supporting
documents l"et"el"l"e(l to in Article 1.4.4:

A cost shall be considered as incurred in thc inll)/el/l("/l/(ltio/l /)e/"i(")(/ wbcn tlie lcszal
obligation to pay was contracted after thc startine date and hcťore the end date of the
proiecl. (ji after the sigl1atule of thc szrant a2ree[nen( 1)\" the Aszencv in case this

W

signature takes place before thc pro.ject starting dare:

(jj) thev are indicated 111 the cstirnatcd buds'et of the /'/"()jí'(_'/. The estimated l)udgct is set
out in Annex III:

(c) thcy are incurred in connection with thc project as describcd in Annex II and are
necessary for its iniplementation:

(d) they are identifiable and verifiable. in particular they are recorded in the benchciary s
accounting records and detern]inc(l according to the applicable accounting standards
of the country whcre the beneficiary is established and according to the beneficiary's
usual cost accounting practices:

(c) they comply with the requiremel1ts of applicable lax and social lcgislation: and

(Ĺ") thcy arc reasonable. justificd and cornply with the principle of sound financial
management, in particular regarding ecol1only and efficiency.

11.19.2 Eligible direct costs

To be eligible, thc (/ir('('/ cc'sl of the /'/"')ie('/ must coniply with the e|igibilitv conditions sci out
in Article Il.19.1.

In particular. thc f(_)|lo\\'ing ca(e?ol"ic8 of costs are eligible direct ("'o,st,$. prm ided that (he!
satisji' the e|igihilit\ u)nditionK rCi out in í\ňiclé JI, 19.1 as wcll as the fi)l|(")\\'_ing conditi()nx:

C.-

í' aj the costs of' pers()l)ne| workin g under an cll)r]c.)\"rl1erlt í.'( \\ it h the hc:nc' í'!
;tn equi\'a|cnl arpL'inting act and K) the l-'/"('!("'{" l. ĹJl'lj. tĹijt ihc>é ;t.ř(" lil

M.

.hne mth ilíe bcnchciary tr,ual p(_'hc} ')ň rcn"luneL"at|ort.

Those co.sk includc actual salaries pIus SOCliľj xecurll\'" c(_'ntr] and (')thel' .Y(:l(lll()l'\
costs included in tlie ren)unerati(_)n.

Z - . . E i \ - . : ·, í . . · '
Ik.. 'i uuítfi in l u-t ,;.mg. íl /_ú ii \1 : í, ; , " ' é ' . z ž á ;

Ĺ _ í Z . . q "
Z :, i á Yi u" L Ľ, ":",2. ú %.- í : '. l í . " : í
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(i) the person works under conditions similar to those of an cmploycc (in particular
regarding the \\"ä\' the work is organised. the tasks that are pcrťor[11ed and thc
premises \\'l]crc they arc pert"orn)cd):

lii) the result of the work hck'nšz.x to the bel]cl"icial'\' (unless exccr)tiollally agreed
othcrwixe ): and

(Ill) the coms arc not signi|'icant|\' diťťerent trom the co.gĺs ol" mít" pcrťorming
similar tasks under an cnlployn)ent contract with the hencťiciary:

1"hc suni of the public contrihutions as bcneťiciarics to the project budgct must exceed
L.-

b\" at least 2 'q the sUň) ot" the halal'\'" costs chargcd to thc project described in Annex III
ťor public body c[nployees who arc not considered 'additional'.

'Additional' pcrsonnel includes all einployees -- pcl1nancn( or temporary -- of" public
bodies whose contracts or contract rcncwals:

- start on or aftcr the start date of the project or on or after thc date of signature of" the
grant agreenicnt by the Aµ:ncv in case this date takes place before thc project start date,
and

.- <y1eh 'g \' cm"nnd lncci 'vri th"nn t,rr tksn nr,-} vcm""f
"" r " J = í ""~ t" K Yj Ĺ..

(b) costs of travel and related subsistence allowances, providcd that thcse costs are in
line with thc beneficiary's usual practiccs on travcl;

(C) Depreciation costs and prototypes

(i) the depreciation costs of durable goods or other assets (new or second-hand
equipment or infrastructure) as recorded in the beneficiary"s accounting statements (i.e.
placcd on its inventory or other type of registry of durable goods/othcr assets or treated
as capital expenditure in accordance with the applicable tax and accounting ruics),
providcd that the asset:

(i) is writtcn off in accordance with the irllel"natiollal accounting stíuidards and
thc benehciary's usual account1119 practices: and

(jj) has becn purchased in accordance with Article II. 10. ] it" the purchaxe
occurred within the i//ll)/e//l('/l/(//io// l:'e/"i(")(l:

The costs of renting ('ŕ leasing eqllirmen( or other a'^etK are ako eligible. pl"o\"i(kd that
ÚlCXC coxts dc' not exceed thc depreciation costs of ximilar equipment or axseb and are
cxc|lj$[\"e of anv hnance tec:

(jňĹY íiíe l)or(iun c'ľ íhc cqu]l)nlen["ú &rrcciau('rl. renral 1")ĺ" k,i»é coslx cí'rrebporldt]lg h."'
m-the i////)/('//lel//Ĺ//l(g/l 1)€Ti{j("l ilňj the rate OL" actual ljxě 1"or the purp('sek of" the /'/ njec't iníty

he iakcn into account u hcn dclenninll1g the eligihk COSlr.
Ľ-

Tlie ca]culali()|) bíŕ,ix ĹOl [he cligible dcplecialiorl covlx řl)á\ nut e\cced tlie h)l|o\\ irig

; · " t_·u. —žží·_,.. ·. . . - .
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- Infrastructure costs: 25% of the total purchase cost;

By way of exception, the full cost of purchase of durable goods may be eligible under
the Special Conditions, if this is justified by the nature of the project and the context of
the use of the equipment or assets;

Costs incurred for the purchase of durable goods, including notice boards, can only be
eligible if they bear the LIFE logo (and the Natura 2000 logo, when applicable);

A prototype is equipment or infrastructure specifically created for the implementation of
the project and that has never been commercialised and/or is not available as a serial
product. The prototype must play a crucial role in the demonstration activities of the
project.

(d) costs of consumables and supplies with the exception of general office consumables and
supplies, provided that they:

(i) are purchased in accordance with Article IT. 10. l; and

(ii) are directly assigned to the project;

(e) costs arising directly from requirements imposed by the Agreement (dissemination of
information, specific evaluation of the project, audits, translations, reproduction),
including the costs of requested financial guarantees, provided that the corresponding
services are purchased in accordance with Article II. 10.1.;

(Ď costs entailed by subcontracts (also referred to as external assistance COSts) within the
meaning of Article II.11, provided that the conditions laid down in Article II.1 l. l (a),
(b), (C) and (d) are met;

(g) costs of financial support to third parties

(h) duties, taxes and charges paid by the beneficiary, notably value added tax (VAT),
provided that they are included in eligible direct costs, and unless specified otherwise in
the Agreement.

Non-deductible VAT is eligible as expenditure, save for those activities matching the
concept of sovereign powers exercised by Member States.;

(i) Costs incurred for land purchase or long-term lease of hind or one-off compensations
for land use rights regarding a plot of land which is intrinsically connected with
implementation of the project and explicitly envisaged therein, shall be considered
eligible in full provided that:

(aa) in and beyond the project the purchase will contribute to improving, maintaining
and restoring the integrity of the Natura 2000 network, including through
improving connectivity by the creation of corridors, stepping stones, or other
elements of green infrastructure;
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("bb) the land or land use rights acquired are owned by an entity or natural person who
is not a project beneficiary or staff thereof and in relation to whom a conflict of
interest can be excluded;

(cC) land purchase is the only or most cost-effective way of achieving the desired
conservation outcome and the purchase price is based on market terms;

(dd) the land purchased is reserved in the long term for uses consistent with the
objectives set out in Articles l l, 14 or 15 of the LIFE Regulation; and

(ee) the Member State concerned shall, by way of transfer or otherwise, ensure the
long-term assignment of such land to nature conservation purposes.

(ťf) the land/rights seller is not a public authority. with the exception of short-term
lease-s by local authorities:

(gg) for land purchased as provided for in the project, the coordinating beneficiary
shall ensure. the entry in the land register includes a guarantee that the land will
be assigned definitively to nature conservation. If in a given Member State the
land register does not exist or it does not provide a sufficient legal guarantee, the
coordinating beneficiary shall have a clause for the definitive assignment of the
land to nature conservation included in the land sale contract. For countries
where it would be illegal to include such a guarantee both in the land register
and in the sale contract, the Agency may accept an equivalent guarantee in this
connection, provided it offers the same legal level of protection in the long term
and complies with the requirement contained in Article 2O(3) of Regulation No
1293/2013:

(hh) in addition, for land purchased by private organisations, the entry in the land
register (or the sales contract if accepted in lieu thereof if accepted as per the
previous paragraph) includes a guarantee that the land property will be
transferred to a legal body primarily active in the field of nature protection, in
case of dissolution of the private organisation or its incapacity to manage the
land according to nature conservation requirements. For countries where it
would be illegal to include such a guarantee in the land register or sales contract,
the Agency may accept an equivalent guarantee in this connection, provided it
offers the same legal level of protection in the long term and complies with the
requirement contained in Article 20(3) of Regulation No 1293/2013;

(ii) for the purchase of rights, the entry in the land register must be duly amended;

(jj) in case of land purchased to be exchanged at a later date for another parcel on
which project projects will be undertaken, the exchange is carried out before the
end of the project at the latest and the provisions of the present Article shall
apply to the lands received through the exchange. The land purchased to be
exchanged shall be exempt, at the stage of the mid-term reporting, from the
guarantee that the land will be assigned definitively to nature conservation.

The duration of a land lease shall either be restricted to the duration of the project (short
term lease), in which case it is considered subcontracting, or be at least of 20 years
(long-term lease) and shall be compatible with the needs of habitat and species
protection. In the case of long-term lease of land, the lease contract shall clearly include
all the provišions and commitrnents that will permit the achievernent of' its objectives in
terms of habitat and species protection.
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(J)

The LIFE Land Purchasc Database (LPD) storcs electronic data of land parecis financed
b;, LIFE The coordinating beneficiary i» re¶)onxib|e for cntcring ancl \ alidating the
land purchase data (both (lescril)ti\'e and spatiah in thc LPD at the stašjc of the final
teport ruhlni'^ion The data ťorinat will hare to be :idaptcc1 1(1 the GIS standards used in
thc LPD. 1"he coor(linaľing hend'iciarv will be pro\"ide(j acces:s to the I-PD SÍl nl(jll(hx
hcťoie the projcct end date as spccified in Article 1.2 2.

(^osk incurred for ríí\'nlent of c(")lnpensalion for ťorcgone inconie shall be eligibk
pr('\"i(lcd that the expense was neccssarv for rcaching the objectives ol" íl LIFE Nature.
LIFE Cliniate Chanšze Miligalion or LIFE Climate Chal1gc i\daptation Imegraied
projcct. and that the payinent of ccmipensation:

" c()rrespol](]s to market pricc.s:

· is formalixed through a lcgal docunicnt: and

" co[npcnsalion ix not paid to a public aulholit\. \\ ith the exception ot"
con]pensalion to a local authority if explicith' autliorised by thc Aszencv as
being essential to achieving the goah of the l)ro.iccl.

Costs incurrccl tor thc pl"oductlol1 ot c(m)n)unlcation n)alcrjal. lnc|ualng wdmies, can
G.-

only be eligible if they arc bearing thc L.IFE logo (aiid the Natura 2000 logo. when
applicahlc.

11.19.3 Eligible indirect costs

To be eligible. in(liľe('/ costs of the I)/'oje('t (aľso referred to ax 'overl)eads') must reprcqent a
ťair apportionment of" the overall overheads of tlie beneficiary and must comply with the
conditions of eliszibility sel out in Article II.19. ].

Eliszibk indircct costs shall be declared on the basis of a flat rate as speciťied in Annex III in
accordancc with Article 1.3.2 (a) (Ĺ\') and shall not cxcecd 7'7c of the eligihlc direct costs of the
bcncficiary, cxcluding costs of land [)Llrcha$c/lQng terní lcaxe of Iand/one off conlpensalionx

C-

for land use rights.

II.19.4 Ineligible costs

In addition to anv other costs which do not l"u1fil the cc'nclitions set out in Arhcle Il. j'), l. íhe
-folh)wing cosjs niay not be conxidel"ed eligible:

( íl) return on ca|)ilaj and di\ ldenLk paid b \' a bcnetlclarv:

l h ) dcN md ckbí 5ěŕ\· icc chat"ges

(c) rl'(]\"isjo]1x í""'!" ĺqwc' di" dehtc

(d) imct'esr owcd:

(c) d()ubtf"Ll| dehts:

(ť) exchange losses:

;í '" . . .,u 7 .u :,.",,,, mč :' i' =.y.: i""", u"í-:" í"uWik. O'Ĺ a oenen ""uary;

-tfi! ...-.-A '"in : ,,, žj 1""í Ĺ"j"µ ž'"; tin' ·' ii;,' ím-"',tx. '" rece.n'ing 2 grant tinanced from

sÉĹí- é- I'.: ĺ :- 7 ::: :' '"r ' "' 'mded by a Member Státe and
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.

financed froni thc Union budget and grants awarded by bodies other than the
Agenc\'/C()nn|1ission ťor the purpose of irnplen]enting the linion budget. In particular.
beneficiaries receiving an operating grant financed bv the EU or Euratom budget
cannot declare indirect costs ťor the peri(jd( s) covercd 1)\" the opcrating szranl. uňlexs

— C.

lhcg can denionxtrate that the operating grant docs not cover any costs of" the projcct.

1Ĺ) contribLlli("ns in kind tn)nl third parties. including \í)|untary \\"ork:

Ú) éxcc>,si\"ě or recklcs:s expenditure:

(k) dc(íL1L"ti|)]e VAT.

lĹ) am" costx related to actionx that ň1ä\' be considered its conll)enxator\ ol nlitigation
measures ťor danlage$(' caušed to nature or biodi\'erňil\' b'c' rernljtted plans or projects:

(In)unlch> explicitly foreseen in the project description in Annex ll. any costs relatcd to
.nianagcmcnt planc action plan': and similar plans ". dral'tcd or inodiťied in the contcxt

of a life pro,jcct, if the related plan ix not adopted and operational before" the projcct
cnd date. This includes the con]ple(ion. bcfore the project cnd date. of all
p1"(7ccĹlLlral/le2al steps in Memhcr States where such procedures arc ťoresecn:

("11) costs ťor maior infrastructure or tiln(lan)ental qcientific research ex plicitlv
foreseen in the project description in Anncx II: "

AR1"ICLE Il.20 — IDENTIFIABILI'I'Y ANI) VERIFIABILITY OF THE A MOUNTS
DECLARED

II.20.1 Declaring costs and contributions

Each beneficiary i"nust dcclare as eligiblc costs or as a requcsied c'ontribution:

(a) for actual costs: thc costs it actually incurrcd ťor the /)/"(!ie('t:

(b) for unit costs, or unit contributions: Not applicablc:

l C ) for Iun]p Sljňl COStS or lump sum contributions: Not applicable:

(lĺ) f'or t1al-ra(e costs or flat-rate contributions: the arnount obtained by applying the flat
rate specified in Article 1.3.2(a)(i\') or (d):

(é) 1"01" unit costs declarcd oli the ol" the henet'iciary's usual cost accounting
practicec Not applicable:

( I') ťor lump SLll11 coxts declared on thc baxis ol" ihc hencl'iciarr"» uxual cost accc)un(ing
C-

|)|'acticex" Not arrlic,lble:

l g l lor tlat-rate declarcd on the 1)j31> oj thc l'endlciM\'"s umjai cosi jccoLlntlng
|'lact[cer: applicable:

ll.2lL2 Recorck and other doculnentation to support the Cos6 and c(mtribu(ionh
d('clare(l

E ", : : i - :- - 2 E
.-

: E " .. 4 í :

.
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-

Each beneficiary must provide the following if requested to do so in the context of the checks
or audits described in Article II.27:

(a) for actual costs: adequate supporting documents to prove the costs declared, such as
contracts, invoices and accounting records.

In addition, the beneficiary's usual accounting and internal control procedures must
permit direct reconciliation of the amounts declared with the amounts recorded in its
accounting statements and with the amounts indicated in the supporting documents;

(b) for unit costs or unit contributions: Not applicable;

(c) for lump sum costs or lump sum contributions: Not applicable;

(d) for flat-rate costs or flat-rate contributions: adequate supporting documents to prove
the eligible costs or requested contribution to which the flat rate applies.
The beneficiary does not need to identify the actual eligible costs covered or to
provide supporting documents, such as accounting statements, for the flat rate applied;

(e) for unit costs declared on the basis of the beneficiary's usual cost accounting
practices: Not applicable;

(f) for lump sum costs declared on the basis of the beneficiary's usual cost accounting
practices: Not applicable;

(g) for flat-rate costs declared on the basis of the beneficiary's usual cost accounting
practices: Not applicable;

II.20.3 Conditions to determine the compliance of cost accounting practices

Not applicable

ARTICLE II.21 — ELIGIBILITY OF COSTS OF ENTITIES AFFILIATED TO THE
BENEFICIARIES

If the Special Conditions contain a provision on entities affiliated to the beneficiaries, costs
incurred by such an entity are eligible, if:

(a) they satisfy the same conditions under Articles II.19 and 11.20 as apply to the
beneficiary: and

(b,) the beneficiary to which the entity is affiliated ensures that the conditions applicable to
the beneficiary under Articles II.4, Il.5, Il.6, II.8, II. 1.0, 1I.ll and II.27 are also
applicable to the entity.

ARTICLE II.22 — BUDGET TRANSFERS

Beneficiaries are allowed to adjust the estimated budget set out in Annex III by transfers
between themselves. and up to a limit of 20% of the overall eligible costs between the
different budget categories, if the project is implemented as described in Annex II. This
adjustment does not require an amendment of the Agreement as provided for in Article 11.13.
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However, the beneficiaries may not add costs relating to subcontracts not provided for in
Annex I, unless such additional subcontr(lcts are approved by the Agency in accordance with
Article 11.1 1.1(ď).

As an exception to the first subparagraph, if beneficiaries want to change the value of the
contribution to which each of them is entitled, as referred to in point (c) of the third
subparagraph of II.26.3, the coordinating beneficiary must request an amendnient as provided
for in Article II.13.

ARTICLE II.23 — NON-COMPLIANCE WITH REPORTING OBLIGATIONS

The Agency may terminate the Agreement as provided for in Article II. 17.3. 1(c) and mav
reduce the grant as provided for in Article II.25.4 if the coordinating beneficiary:
(a) did not submit a request for interim payment or payment of the balance accompanied

by the documents referred to in Articles 1.4.3 or 1.4.4 within 90 calendar days
following the end of the corresponding reporting period; and

(b) still fails to submit such a request within further 60 calendar days following a written
reminder sent by the Agency.)

ARTICLE II.24 — SUSPENSION OF PAYMENTS AND TIME LIMIT FOR
PAYMENT

II.24.1 Suspension of payments

II.24.1.1 Grounds for suspension

The Agency may at any moment suspend, in whole or in part, the pre-financing payment and
interim payments for one or more beneficiaries or the payment of the balance for all
beneficiaries:

(a) if the Agency has evidence that a beneficiary has committed substantial errors,
irregll/(lrities or Jŕaud in the award procedure or while implementing the Agreement
or if a beneficiary fails to comply with its obligations under the Agreement;

(b) if the Agency has evidence that a beneficiary has committed systemic or recurrent
errors, irregularities, jřaud or serious breach of obligations in other grants funded by
the Union or the European Atomic Energy Community ('Euratom') awarded to the
beneficiary under similar conditions and such errors, irregularities, ,fr(lud or breach
have a material impact on this grant; or

(C) if the Agency suspects substantial errors, irregularities, fraud or breach of obligations
committed by a beneficiary in the award procedure or while implementing the
Agreement and needs to verify whether they have actually occurred.

II.24.1.2 Procedure for suspension

Step l — Before suspending payments, the Agency must send a jórmal noQfication to the
coordinating beneficiary:

(,a) int"orniing it of:

(i) its intention to suspend payments;

48



Agreement number: LIFE17 JPE/CZ/000005

(ii) the reasons for suspension;
(iii) in the cases referred to in points (a) and (b) of Article Il.24.1.1, the conditions

that need to be met for payments to resume: and

(b) inviting it to submit observations within 30 calendar days of receiving the fortnal
n()tific(ltion.

Step 2 — If the Agency does not receive observations or decides to pursue the procedure
despite the observations it has received, it must send aformal notjfication to the coordinating
beneficiary informing it of:

(a) the suspension of payments;
(b) the reasons 1"or suspension;
(C) the final conditions under which payments may resume in the cases referred to in

points (a) and (b) of Article II.24.1.1;
(d) the indicative date of completion of the necessary verification in the case referred to in

point (C) of Article II.24.1.1.

The coordinating beneficiary must immediately inform the other beneficiaries of the
suspension. The suspension takes effect on the day the Agency sends jôrřnal n(myíc(líion
of suspension (Step 2).

Otherwise, the Agency must send a jôrmal notification to the coordinating beneficiary
informing it that it is not continuing with the suspension procedure.

II.24.1.3 Effects of suspension

During the period of suspension of payments the coordinating beneficiary is not entitled to
submit:

(a) any requests for payments and supporting documents referred to in Articles 1.4.2, 1.4.3
and 1.4.4; or

(b) where the suspension concerns the pre-financing payments or interim payments for
one or several beneficiaries only, any requests for payments and supporting documents
relating to the participation of the concerned beneficiary or beneficiaries in the project.

The corresponding requests for payments and supporting documents may be submitted as
soon as possible after resumption of payments or may be included in the first request for
payment due following resumption of payments in accordance with the schedule laid down in
Article 1.4.1.

The suspension of payments does not affect [he right of the coordinating beneficiary to
suspend the implementation of the prqject as provided for in Article 11.16. l or to terminate the
Agreement or the participation of a beneficiary as provided for in Articles II. 17.1 and II.17.2.

II.24.1.4 Resuming pavments

In order for the Agency to resume payments, the beneficiaries must meet the notified
condirions as soon as possible and must infOrm the Agency of any progress made.
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If the conditions for resuming payments are met, the suspension will be lifted. The Agency
will send ajbrmal notjfication to the coordinating beneficiary informing it of this.

II.24.2 Suspension of the time limit for payments

II.24.2.1 The Agency may at any moment suspend the time limit ťor payment specified in
Articles 1.4.9, 1.4.10 and 1.4.11 if a request for paynient cannot be approved
because:

(a) it does not comply with the Agreement;
(b) the appropriate supporting documents have not been produced; or
(C) there is a doubt about the eligibility of the costs declared in the financial statements

and additional checks, reviews, audits or investigations are necessary.

II.24.2.2 The Agency must send a n()tifi('ation to the coordinating beneficiary informing it of:

(a) the suspension; and
(b) the reasons for the- suspension.

The suspension takes effect on the day the Agency sends the noti/ication.

II.24.2.3 If the conditions for suspending the payment deadline are no longer met, the
suspension will be lifted and the remaining period will resume.

If the suspension exceeds two months, the coordinating beneficiary may request the Agency it"
the suspension will continue.

[f the payment deadline has been suspended because the technical reports or financial
statements do not comply with the Agreement and the revised report or statement is not
submitted or was submitted but is also rejected, the Agency may terminate the Agreement or
the participation of the beneficiary as provided for in Article ll.l7.3.l(c) and reduce the grant
as provide-d for in Article II.25.4.

ARTICLE II.25 — CALCULATION OF THE FINAL AMOUNT OF THE GRANT

The final amount of the grant depends on the extent to which the project has been
implemented in accordance with the terms of the Agreement.

The final amount of the grant is calculated by the Agency at the time of the payment of the
balance. The calculation involves the following steps:

Step l -— Application of the reimbursement rate to the eligible costs and addition of the
unit, flat-rate and lump sum contributions

Step 2 — Limit to the rnaxini.um cunount qfthe grant

Step 3 — Reduction due to the no-profit rule

Step 4 — Reduction due to improper implementation or breach of other obligations.
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Il.25.1Step l — Application of the reimbursement rate to the eligible costs and
addition of the unit, flat-rate and lump sum contributions

This step is applied as follows:

(a) If, as provided for in Article 1.3.2(a), the grant takes the form of the reimbursement of
eligible costs, the reimbursement rate specified in that Article is applied to the eligible
costs of the project approve-d by the Agency for the corresponding categories of costs,
beneficiaries and affiliated entities;

(b) If, as provided for in Article I.3.2(b), the grant takes the form of a unit contribution, the
unit contribution specified in that Article is multiplied by the actual number of units
approved by the Agency for the beneficiary and its affiliated entities:

(c) If, as provided for in Article I.3.2(c), the grant takes the form of a lump sum
contribution, the Agency applies the lump sum specified in that Article for the-
beneficiary and its affiliated entities if it finds that the corresponding tasks or part of
the action were implemented properly in accordance with Annex I;

(d) If, as provided for in Article I.3.2(d). the grant takes the form of a flat-rate contribution,
the flat rate- referred to in that Article is applied to the eligible costs or to the
contribution approved by the Agency for the beneficiary and its affiliate-d entities.

II.25.2 Step 2 — Limit to ma.rlbzujn anzounl qfihe grant

The total amount paid to the beneficiaries by the Agency may in no circumstances exceed the
maximum amount of the grant.

If the amount obtained following Step l is higher than this maximum amount, the final
amount of the grant is limited to the latter.

II.25.3 Step 3 — Reduction due to the no-profit rule

The grant may not produce a profit for the beneficiaries, unless specified otherwise in the
Special Conditions.

'Profit' means the surplus of the amount obtained following Steps l and 2 plus the total
receipts of the project, over the total eligible costs of the project.

The total eligible costs of the prqject are the consolidated total eligible- costs approved by the
Agency for the categories of costs reimbursed in accordance with Article I.3.2(a).

1'he total receipts of the project are the consolidated total receipts established, generated or
confirmed on the date on which the request for payment of the balance is drawn up by the
coordinating beneficiary.

The following are considered receipts:

(a) income generated by the prqject;

(b) ťinancial contributions given by third parties to a beneficiary or to an affiliated entity,
if they are specifically assigned by the third parties to the financing of rhe eligible
costs of the přQjéct reimbursed by the Agency in accordance with Article 1.3.2(a)(i).
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The following are not considered receipts:

(a) financial contributions by third parties, if they may be used to cover costs other than
the eligible costs under the Agreement;

(b) financial contributions by third parties with no obligation to repay any aniount unused
at the end of the inll)lenlentation period.

It" there is a profit, it will be deducted in proportion to the final rate of reimbursement of the
actual eligible costs of the project approved by the Agency ťor the categories of costs referred
to in Article I.3.2(a)(i). The deduction will be applied on the amount calculated following
Steps l and 2.

II.25.4 Step 4 — Reduction due to improper implementation or breach of other
obligations

The Agency may reduce the maxiínum aniount of the grant if the project has not been
implemented properly as described in Annex [j (i.e. if it has not been implemented or has
been implemented poorly, partially or late), or if another obligation under the Agreement has
been breached.

The amount of the reduction will be proportionate to the degree to which the /)r(?je('t has been
implemented improperly or to the seriousness of the breach.

Before the Agency reduces the grant and except when the reduction is due to the non-respect
of the 2% rule in Article II. 19.2(a)(iii), it must send aformal notj/i'cation to the coordinating
beneficiary:

(a) informing it of:

(i) its intention to reduce the ínaximum amount of the grant;
(ii) the amount bv which it intends to reduce the grant:

J(iii) the reasons for reduction;

(b) inviting it to submit Qbservations within 30 calendar days of receiving the formal
notification.

If the Agency does not receive any observations or decides to pursue reduction despite the
observations it has received, it will send a ,/7)nn(ll n()ti/i'cation informing the coordinatinsz
beneficiary of its decision.

If the grant is reduced, the Agency must calculate the reduced grant amount bv deductinsz the
W Ĺ-Y

amount of the reduction (calculated in proportion to the improper implementation of the
project or to the seriousness of the breach of obligations) from the maximuni amount of the
grant.

The final amount of the grant will be the lower of the following two:

(a) the amount obtained Steps l to 3; or

(b) the reduced grant amount following Step 4.
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ARTICI.E II.26 — RECOVERY

11.26.1Recovery at the tin)e of payment of the balance

\\'hcrc the pavll]enl of" the balance tak+: the 1"orm of" a rccovéř\". the co()rdinaling bcneťiciar\'"
emutt rcra\ the Agency the arnount in quettion. é\Cl1 if it \'\'äx not tlie final recipient of" the

arnount due. However. the r\gencv/Coll]n]ission rescn"cs the riszht. where' app|"orriale. to
W

recover the amount due directlv t'r(jl]1 the final recipicnt.
.

II.26.2 Reco\"ery after payment of the balance

Where an an)ount ix to be 1"cco\ cred as r)l1)\'idc(l for in Articks 11.27.6. 11.27.7 and 11.27.8. the
hcncficiar\ conccrlled b\ the audii Ol OLAF ťindingx niu4 repay the ,'\gencr the anioun( in
question. Where the audit findin2x do not concern a specil"ic bcneficiarv (or alííliatcd
entitte'j, the coordinating beneficiary rnust iepay the Agency the arnount in question. ě\ en if
it was not the final recipient oťthc a11]QLlnt duč.

Each bcneficiary is rcsponsibk for the rcpayíncnt of any arnount unduly paid by the A gency
as a contl"ibLl(ion t(jwards the costs incurred by its affiliated entities.

II.26.3 Recovery procedure

Beforc reco\'ery, the Agency must send a./i)/"//l(l/ /lo/i/i('(lti()/l tO thc beneficiary concerncd:

(a) informing it ot" its intention to rccover the amount unduly paid:

(b) specifying thc amount due and the reasons for recovery": and

(c) inviling the beneficiary to mäkč any obser\'alions within a specificd period.

If' no obscrvations havc been submitted or if, dcspite the obser\'ation.5 submittcd by the
heneťiciary. the Agency decides In pursue the recovcry procedure. the Agency may confirrn
reccneiy by sendinsí a /Ôrnl(l/ /lOt(/iC(l/iOľl tO the bencficiary consisting of" a dcbit nolc.

C.

specifying thc terins and the date for payment.

If" payment has not becn made hy the date specďied in the debit 11oĺc, the Agcncy/Con]l)lissiol)
will recover the amnunt due:

( íl) [)\-' o1"l"setting it. without thc beneficiary' s prior COllSClll. against any amounts owed to
the benej"iciary by' the Agency. the Conllnission or an executivc agency ( lívin the
( nion or thc Eurc'pean At(jnlic Energy Ci)n)n)uni(\ (Euraloj)]) ( "off 'setting' ):

lrí tú the ĺĺĺ ui" thé Ĺ'ninn. the
Ä9cňc \ /C(]mlr1iqqiorl !1íd\ c'ttkct het"(jrc the due diň c

,'\n action ll1ä\ be blougl]( agaln'j >ůch ()t't"bet(ing ŕ'cfoie the (;encrcll ("OUľ1 úl" the
W

[iurol)ean [:nioll in accordance with Ar[ick ?63 "I"FE:( t;

; r - '" i u !.' on f n i" i a.? :- it: ť '.'. Á"":",_ :".- 'Je :í1 fi : tú d.- ; ú] É d' l": .'á i': k
l L u '"t'" "e' íi"j' í'ii u""i'í1 ·-l.
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(C) bv h(jldin? the bencťiciarics jointlv and se\'"era]l\' liable up to thc lnaxi]1)un] EU
ď

col1tribulion indicated. for cach benet"iciar\', in the esli[)"lated hu&tct (Áňncx Ill as last
arnended ): " "

((l) by taking legal aciion as l)l"(j\"ided tor in Article II. ] 8.2 or in thc Special Conditionx or
by adoptin g an enťorceablc decision as pro\"lded 1"or in Artlc]c ll. j 8.3.

11.26.4 Interest on late payment

It' pa\"n1cnt is not made M the date in the
.increased bv latc-paymcnt intcrc,xt at the rate

thc date ťor paynient in thc debit note up to
r)ayn]cnl of the aniount.

dcbit note. the atnount to 1)c 1Í:co\'cre(l will be
sel out in Article 1.4.13 froin the dar t"ollo\\'ing

and including thc date the Agency receivcs full

Partial payměntx niust hrst be crcdited against charges and late-paynient intercst and thcn
against the principal.

II.26.5 Bank charges

ljaiiX dícú Jál uiiCj Ĺĺ"1 ŮlC le(^)vc1 y piucess inust bc borne by Iňc i)encjlclary concernecl.

unless Directive 2007/64/EC' applies.

ARTICLE 11.27 CHECKS, AUDITS AND EVALUATIONS

11.27.1 Technical and financial checks, audits, interini and final evaluations

The Agel1cy may, during the irnpkrnentation of the /)/"'tjécl or atíerwards, carry out technical
and financial checks and audits to dcterminc that the bcneficiaries are jlnp]ementing the
/)/"(!iec/ properly and arc con]plying with the obligations undcr tbc Agreenient. h niay also
check the beneficiaries' statutory records for the l)urpose of periodic assessments of" |un]p
Sljňl, unit cost or flat-ratc arnounts.

hlt"orn]atjon and docllmcnts provided as part of checks or audits must be treated on a
coni"idcntia1 basis.

In addition. the Á9ěňc\' rnav carry out an interim ('l" final evaluation of" the impact ut" the
/)/'(!j('('/. nícasured against the ot'jěcti\'c uf' the (_:nion plľ)grarnn1c concerned.

Abc1)cy check,. audits nr e\a|ualions 111ä\' be carried out cither dirccth bv the i\gcncy 'fy cm n
W

';la|"f" or 1'\' anv other oút>idc |)od\' aLlll)(jrised to dc' $(1 on its behalf".
'

'1"he Aµmu:g· may initI;.ĹK"" xúch checks.
i)Lgl"ccn)en! nníl durin g a |)í"ľ"iod c!ĺ" t"j\ ť
Thi> period is ]] mi ľé1j ĺů threc \· ea
LI R 6O.Ô()("l.

audit' úľ" ci aluationx during rhc im['kYnen[,.lu{m í'f [he
Včar" 'narting tíi'm the chtě of ra}."nk'n| ot' thc bitlance.

Ĺi!" the Ĺ//Ĺ/\i//////// Ĺ////('/l/l/ nt" ///c" is not ínorc tnan

f
, . Ž; í Ž g ; : ""·.· :', t'-!.":', ' "i ;í ; Z

S-' l 'ž ť -: ;žm'ž"ú:u :' t E 'í íl š ' ';-,"" "Z; í . : ,. : "í ř_: K -í
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The check. audit Ol ci aluation proccdurex are conxidered to be initiated on the date of rcceipt
of the letter of thc Agency annollncing it.

If" the auclit ix cimicd out on an at"t"iliated cňtit\. the henct"ician' concerned niuxl inťorni that
.af't'iliated cntitv.

II.27.2 Duty to keep docunients

The bene ťiciaries must keep all oritzinal docuinents. cxr'eciall\' accountin g and tax records.
on any :ll?propl"iate n]cdiul)1. inclu(lin? digitalised originals when thcg are authoriscd by

thci r re8pccti\"e national law and under the conditionx laid d(j\\'n therein. during a period ot"
t'i\'c \"cärx slarting ťroni thc date of pavrncnt of the balance.

The period during which documen6 must be kept is limited to three \'"Cíll"b it the //1Ĺl.\"i//ll//)l
W

(/l/lOl//l/ O/"//lé g/(//lt is not tnore than EUR 6()1)00

The periods sel out in thc first and second sLlbparagraphs are longcr if thcrc are ongoing

audits, appeals, litigation or pursuit of claims concerning the grant, including in the cäscs
ret"crred to in Ariicle 11.27.7. In such cases. thc henďiciarics níust keep the d(jclll1lents until
such audits, appeals. litigation or pursuit of clainís hare bccn closcd.

11.27.3 Obligation to provide information

Where a check. audit or evaluation is initiated before the payment of the balance. the
coordinating beneficiary must provide any information, including information in electronic
format. requested by the Agency or by any other outsidc body authoriscd by thc Agency.
Where appropriate. the Astency may request that a beneficiary provides such inforniation
directly.

Wherc a chcck or audit is initiated after payment of" the balance, the inforination referred to in
thc pte\'ioux subparagraph niu'j be provided by the bcncťiciary c()nccl'ned

If the bcneťiciary concerned docs not comply with the ob|igations set OLli in the' firxt and
second subparagraphs, the Agency níay consider:

(íl) any COxt irlxuff"jcientl\ Mlh'jantialed b\ infonnation l)lľ)\'idc(| hv the bend"ic lan" ax
inelitzible:

G-

(ĺ' ) anv uniL lunip SUl11 or |"|a(-rate c(jntrlbLlli(")ll insui"tlclcnll\ sL||jSlill]tli|lL'(| 1')\ ]|1|( )l'ntat|on
..r)ro\'ided by the bencf'iciaiy as undue-

IL27A ()n-(l1('-xl)()t iisits

[)urin? an i_)i) ·1 ĺ"ĺl.'-' |)',_)ĺ ', [Kj l. tlíc henc 1"iciarics rnust allow A gencv st at'f and í'ut>ídc
aulh("'rise(l 1)\ the ."\ (c) Íli1\ e ilCCé'^ 1(' the >ites and premises \\ herc íhe /:'/""'/('('/ is or \\'ä»
carried out, and 1() all the nt'('e"^al'\' inť()rmation. inclLlding int"()rnlation in e|cc(ronic torníat.

Ĺ--

1'hev must ||I;t| l|)(' 1|1|"(_)i']}):lli()l1 is readily a\'ililab|c äl the moinenl of" thc (")n-t|)c-x|)()t
ž. í ihú : : .á -- ·-· . Z. 2 - , ä y ' é --' é" ,í

Ž f : 'U" m."^ · , . , , , . - : Ž i , Fíž g- _'? ,f:: ·Á _ Z _ . Š . , ..,.i Ž' u, á.mS k

-","'é t-'" ;"é - "i · . ; ' '. ' ' :' · ' :. : iiií "i L .""m N..kl"
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(a) am' cost insufťicicntl\' substantiated 1)\" information p1'o\ ided bv the bene f'iciář\ ilx
e , .lneligible:

(b) anv unit, lu rnp suni or f1 at-rate cont ri bution illGLl|'|'ic'iel11|\' h\"
W

-

inťorination pro\'idcd br thc l)enef'iciar\" ax undue.
W

11.27.5 Contradicton audit procedure

On the basis of" the t"indings inadc during the alldi[. íl prm"isiona1 report ("ďraťt audit repol1")
rnust be clrawn up. It inust be sent hv the í\gencv or itr authorised rcpresentatire to the
bencťiciarv concerned. whicli must hare 30 calendar days ťroní the clatc of reccipt to subniit
observations. The final l"cpur[ ( "ťinal audit tepou" ) lnubt be sc111 (o the bend"iciai v conccined
within 60 calendar days of expiry of" tlie tinic limit 1"or sllbnlissjon of ()bscrvation.s.

11.27.6 Effects of audit findings

On the basis of the ťinal audit findings, the Agency inay take the inea.xures ii col)si(lers
neccssarv, including recm'cry at the time of payn1cn[ of the balance or after paynient of tbc
balance of" all or part of the paynients made by it. as provided for in Article 11.26.

in ůíe case oi" iinai aLl(iil iindings aľter tne payn]enl of the balance. the amount to be recovered
corresponds to the difference bctween the revised final amount of the grant, detern:iined in
accordance with Article 11.25, and the total arnount paid to the beneficiaries under the
Aszrcement for thc implemcntation of the p/"()je('/.

C-

11.27.7 Correction of sYstěmic or recurrent errors, irregularities, fraud or breach of
obligations

11.27.7.1 The Agency may extcnd audit findings froni other grants to this grant if:

(a) the beneficiary concerned is found to have con]nlitled systemic or recurrent errors,
i/)"egl//(l/"ities, ,/Ĺ"(/l/(l or breach of ob|igations in other EU or Euratoni szranls awardcd

C-

under similar conditions and such crrors. ir/1?gll/(//"i/ies. ,/j"('/l/(./ or brcach hare a
material irnpact on this grant: and

(h) the final audit findings are sent to the beneficiary concerned through a ./()/"///("//
/w)ti/i('(l/io/l. togcthcr with the lixt of" gtantx dtľ"cctcd b', the fin(lil1gx within the peiiod
referred (o in Article II.27.1

The cxtenxion c't' t'indingx řř)ä\ Icad (q

(a) the rcjcctinn M cij.xtň as ine|igih|e:

ÉL1|ucti(]n cd"rhe grant ::is- pren idcd fnj' in Aatíclc li.25 4

tCl rccí'í Cl"!" of undue arn£)unk dX přt"" íikd ťoi tu Ai'iick n. ?(.':

1'di xu'q)enM(")n oL" lxlyrnel"l6 íl-b pro\'lde(l for in i\rlic|e 11.2J. i:

(é) suspension of" the l)/"(")je("/ ir)]p]en]cn[a[ion as pivvided ťor in .·\rticlc j]. l(t2:

( t") lerrl]inalion ax provided lni" in ,'\rticle 11. l 7. 3.

r A
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(ä) [f tlie ti ndinstx concern cligihi|il\' ()|" cox6 the [)]occdllrc ir ds t"ol]()\'\^.

Step l The /i)/"//l(// 1lo/i/i('(l/i()/l ň1llst include:

1Ĺ) tll1 in\itation to subniit ot)xel\ ationx on the litt of' al1"cctcd 1)\, the |"indingx:
G.

lii) íl tequext to submit l"é\ ixcd ťinancial I'qi all glantb at"ťected.
(iii) uhcic po!^il)le. the coLlectiol} lillé t"Oi e\llill)()ltllion e$,tabli5hc(l 1)\ thc Á9cňc\ (o

calculate thc anioun(s lo be rcjcctcd on the |)a\is (.)|" the systemic or recurl'ellt errors.
/'/'/"(',ql/l(//"i/iť.\", ,//"(/l/(/ or breach Qj" ()l'|iga[iollx. it' the he net"iciary concemej:

considers that the submixxio]1 of" 1'c\ ixed financial bttlternentx ix not poxsible or
|)rilclicable: or

- will not submit re\"ised financial statemenls.

Step 2 1"he bcncf"iciary conccrned bas 60 calcndar davx t"roni vc hen it recei\ ex the /i)/"//l(ll
/l()//'/i'('(//l'()/l to submit ol)ser\'a(i()ns and revised financial statenienls or to propose a duh'

W

.xLll)slantialed alternative correction rncthod. This pcriod may be exteľ1ded by the Aszencv in
justihed cases.

Step 3 — [f" the beneficiary concerned subrnits revised financial statements that take account
of the findings the Agency will determine the amount to be corrccted on thc basis of those
revised statenlel1ts.

It" the beneficiary proposcs an alternative correction method and the Agency/Commission
accepts it. the Agency niust send a./i)/7n(// n('/t'/i('(//i()n to the bencficiary concerncd in forming
it:

(i) that it accepts the alternative method,
(ill of the revised cIigible costs dctermincd by applying this niethod.

Otherwise the Agency niust send a./i)/"nl(// /lo/i/i('(ltio/l to thc bcneficiary concerned inforniing
it:

(i) that it docs not accept the observations or the alternative method proposed:
(ii) of the revised eligible cmls cletcrniined by applyin? the extl'ap()lation method

notif"iccl k) the benet"iciarr.
..

lnllia|lv

If" ihe x\ xtemic Ol lccurlen( ěllOl4 Íl /eyl//u/ i/ies, ,/ial/d or breach ot' ()bligatiollb ate t"ounc1
at"ler the ot' the halance. the amoun1 to be rec(")\'erc(] c()rlchp(.l|1(|.x 1() ihc Ľ.|i|'|"c|'ťľ)('("
!"'t'1íu:cn:

'!1 k"\ ixctl t'in,ii the in \\'ill) \11 iclí ll 'g
Úlé haxix (.")t' ihe 1'é\ irěd e|lgil'k co.m declttrcd b\' the íind al)j)!ľ)\ed 1'\ Ůlť

u,·\9c'j)c'\' ()ĺ' ()|j the hítxix the revised eligihle coGb after ex[l"il|')(")|ílli('l]: and
C.

(]i) ihe t()líl| an](")un( l")tli(| 1(_) the |)enc|"iciaricx undcr the Agrcel)lent 1"01' the illl[)|e[)lel)l(lti(")ll
( )t' ľĹ1t,> /)/'(//'(7('/'

: . , - - ' ' ' " . . " F" n i S í - '"í i '" : , , · . , ^ · , . , ' ' · , , ;Ž É' ; Ž : : ? . , . : F ' : ' .- : Uí " u -m . 'k . ' , ' ' ' ' . E L ·. - ' " '
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Step l The /i)/"//l(l/ /l()/i/i( (ltio/1 niuxt inckidc:

(Ĺ) an in\"ilation lo the beneťiciarv to submit obserrationx on the list ()t' szrants affected bv
the ťindings and

(ĺĺ) the correction t1at rate the Agency intends (o apply to the //l(/.ri//lll//l (l///()l//l/ q/' the
g/"(/ll/ or to part ot" it. accol'ding to ihe principle of l)rop(jl1i()na|i[\'.

Step 2 Thc bcncl"iciarř ccmccrncd hax 60 calendar davs from l'eccj\'ing thc /O/'//l(//
/l()/i/i('(/tio/l tc' submit ol)ser\"ationx or to prol)o5e a (jLl]} sLlbs[antiated alternative flat-rate.

Step 3 --— lť the r\gcnc\'" acccpts the alternativc llat rate proposcd 1)\' ihc bcnci"ic:iarj". it ňlLl'j
send a JO/"//l(l/ n('/i/i'('í//io/l to the l)eneficiar\' concerned inforn]ing it:

(Ĺl that it accepts the alternative tlat-rate:
(jj) of" [he corrected grant amount by applyin;; this flat rate.

Otherwisc the A gcncy niust xcnd ajb/"/ll(ll /l()/i/ic(//io/l to thc beneficiary conccrned inťormin g
it:

(l) that it does not accept the obser\'atlol1s or tlie alternative flat rate prol)osed:
(ii) of the corrected grant anloul11 by applying thc llat ratc initially notified 1() the

beneficiary.

ll lhc systemic or rccurrcnt errors, I/"/"e,ql//(l/"l/le,s", ./r(ll/(/ or breach of obllgatlol1s are tound
after the payment of the balance, the amount to be recovered corresponds to the dit"t"erence
bet wcrn:

(j) the revised final arnounl of the grant after flat-rate correction: and
(ii) the total amount paid to the beneficial"iex undcr the Agrcement for the implemcnlalion

.of thc /)/"(!/ec/.

II.27.8 Checks and inspections by OLAF

The Europeal1 Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF) has tlie >,aine rights as the Agency. particularly the
righl of access. lc)r the purpose of checks and in\/'cg;liga(i(ms.

L.- G-.

Under Council Rcgulation (ELlralon]. EC) Nn 2 185/96" and Regulaiion (F[ '. Euratoľn) No
883/20 l 3 l'"' OLAF may also carn' nul on-the^|)ot checks and inspectinns in accordance \\'iúi

..the procedures laid clown |)} Cnion law for the rr(")lcclion of the financial intcrc.sts of" tlic
L'nion //'(/l/(l and other l"/"/"(-'.4'//l(l/"i/i(j'.\.

\Áj here ap|'rop[]i)tc. OL á F ti riLl!ns!$ ma v k'iicj {í' íhc: .'Úze líC x:cm crin g fíi
m-heneticim'iex.

' Cuuňcil Rcgu]allo]1 [.( j N(' IM/96 l l ember 19% chcck:, and
G 4-

irl>q)ccti(m3 cart'icd F') the' (i)mn]ixxil)n in order k) protcct the' L:uropc'an (:('lnn]uni{iťs" fil]dní:ia| ĹnterexN
"'íhuř I ť.a
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Moreover, finílins's al'iqing frorn an OLAF irl\'estigation may lead to criminal prosecutions
under national law.

II.27.9 Checks and audits by the European Court of Auditors

The European Cou11 of Auditors has the sanic right.s ai: the Agency. particularl} the right of"
äccé5x. ťor the l)urpobe oť chcckx ciňd au(li[s




